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4 November 2022 

 

Dear members of the Kirkton Church family, 

What can I say about the wonderful “send-off” that you gave me on 

my last Sunday as your minister? 

It was a day full of delightful surprises, in spite of the sadness I was 

feeling about leaving, and I felt humbled and deeply grateful. 

Dawn and I were particularly astonished by your generosity in the 

gifts you gave. Thank you so much! 

The 35 years that we spent in Carluke, serving alongside the Kirkton 

Church family, and raising our own family, have been rich in 

positive experiences and joyful memories. 

We also remember the sad times we have shared with many 

families and individuals over these years. It has been an enormous 
privilege for me to have been allowed to walk alongside so many of 

you in both good time and bad. 

I know that many of you will have some anxieties and fears about 
the future, and it may feel like this was the very worst time for me 

to leave. But I hope and pray that you will work hard to support one 
another and look forward to a new chapter in the story of Christ’s 

Church in Carluke. 

With much love and all good wishes, 

from your former minister and forever friend, Iain. 



Mission Planning Update 

The position at the present time is that the four churches of Carluke 
St Johns, Carluke St Andrews, Carluke Kirkton and Law Parish 
Church have agreed to form a cluster, which means that 
representatives from those four churches are going to come 
together to negotiate a way forward locally. Those discussions will 
be driven by how the Mission of the Church in Carluke and Law, 
now and in the future can be best served. They will be wide ranging 
and cover activities and buildings. The number of Ministers 
allocated to the cluster will be decided by Presbytery using a 
system which considers population numbers and the amount paid 
by our churches to the Ministries and Mission fund centrally. 

As I write this, I know the Mission Planning Action Group are having 
a meeting this evening and I expect an email in the next day or two 
informing me when the joint meetings will commence. This is going 
to be an intensive eight weeks for the local cluster representatives 
as at the moment no decisions have been made but by the end of 
March the plan is to be complete, including how it will be 
implemented over the next five years. I will endeavour to keep you 
up to date with developments via intimations on a Sunday, email 
and of course the Family Chatter. 

I ask that you remember the planning and the personnel involved, 
in your prayers at this time. 

Val Macsween 

Session Clerk 

 
 



Ministry News 
 

The Interim Moderator and I have been informed by Presbytery that 
a probationer minister will be placed with us in Kirkton from August 
this year for fifteen months. 
 
The Church of Scotland have, in recent years, trialled a training 
process where certain students who are well experienced and able 
to be placed in a vacant congregation to work with the Interim 
Moderator and have day to day responsibility for running the 
charge as it's minister. During the period of placement, the 
probationer minister is supervised by a very experienced supervisor 
who is used to supervising in a more remote manner. 
 
The Presbytery and Faith Nurture Forum of the General Assembly 
are confident that any student offered such a placement is ready 
for the challenge. 
 
Dawn Westwood will be joining us at Kirkton in August, and this will 
allow us to continue to move forward as a congregation under the 
leadership of a minister.  Dawn is currently on placement in 
Greyfriars Church in Lanark and is supervised by the reverend Bryan 
Kerr who has been asked to continue as her supervisor during her 
time here. 
 
The Kirk Session will be hearing more of the arrangements at its 
next meeting, and I will keep the congregation updated as we move 
forward. It will mean change for us all as we get to know Dawn in a 
new ministry here at Kirkton, and in this period of Mission Planning 
it will allow us to have a settled ministry for a short-term period as 
we look to the future.  
 
Val Macsween 

 



Update	from	Lesley	

Once	a	month	I	lead	the	Thursday	morning	service	at	St.	Johns.	
For	any	of	you	who	have	never	been,	it’s	a	short	service	of	
Worship	which	usually	lasts	about	20-25	minutes	and	is	very	well	
attended	by	a	variety	of	ages.	And	without	sounding	cheeky	it’s	
not	somewhere	that	you	would	usually	find	children	or	young	
people.	 

However,	the	other	week	just	before	I	was	about	to	start	the	
service	the	door	at	the	rear	of	St.	Johns	opened	and	in	came	10	
pre-school	children	with	their	teachers	from	a	local	nursery	who	
had	come	to	join	myself	and	the	congregation	for	the	service.	 

What	a	lovely	surprise	it	was!	And	once	they	got	settled	into	their	
seats,	I	managed	to	have	a	quick	chat	with	them	before	we	began.	
They	were	so	well	behaved	and	listened	to	everything	that	was	
being	said.	 

My	talk	that	morning	was	about	Christmas	Gifts	and	how	I	am	
hesitant	at	using	the	things	that	I	have	been	given	as	I	don’t	want	
to	waste	them,	or	I	want	to	keep	them	for	a	special	occasion.	I	had	
brought	along	a	candle	that	I	had	received	for	Christmas	as	an	
example	–	a	beautiful	candle	that	I	will	leave	sitting	on	a	shelf	and	
won’t	light	as	I	don’t	want	to	waste	it.	 

I	had	several	questions	for	the	congregation,	‘Do	we	do	the	same	
with	the	special	gifts	that	God	gives	us?	Are	there	reasons	why	we	
are	hesitant	to	share	the	special	gifts	or	talents	that	we	have	with	
others?	Do	we	keep	them	to	ourselves	because	we	are	waiting	on	
a	special	time?	Or	are	we	afraid	to	use	our	gifts	because	we	don’t	
think	that	we	are	good	enough?’	 

Just	before	I	announced	the	last	hymn,	I	took	the	opportunity	to	
speak	with	the	children	again	and	asked	them	if	any	of	them	were	
really	good	at	something.	And	I	was	delighted	when	one	little	boy	
put	his	hand	straight	up	and	shouted,	‘YES!!!!	I	am	really	good	at	
telling	jokes!!!”	 



Without	any	hesitation	he	was	out	of	his	seat	before	I	had	even	
finished	asking	him	if	he	would	like	to	come	out	and	tell	us	a	
joke...so	here	is	Rory’s	joke	for	you	all!	 

‘What	do	you	call	a	sleeping	dinosaur?’	
‘A	DINOSNORE!!!!!!!’	
Thank	you,	Rory!	You	made	my	(and	everyone	else’s	who	was	
there)	day!!		

How	wonderful	it	was	to	see	these	little	visitors	so	happy	and	
comfortable	to	participate	in	Worship	with	us	all!!	 

 

 



Memorial Garden 
 

‘We are looking for someone who has some gardening 
skills/knowledge for a special project. With Rev Iain having now left 
us it opens up the opportunity to take on the role of maintaining 
the memorial garden at the back of the manse.  

 
Up until recently Rev Iain had overseen this vital role and with his 
retirement this role now requires and is desperately needed to be 
fulfilled by another.  
 
This would entail maintaining the memorial garden including 
pruning as necessary, tidying the memorial garden area, watering 
as necessary during hot weather (or arranging this to happen if you 
are unavailable).  

 
This is an act of loving Christian Service not only to maintain and 
help the memorial garden to flourish but to protect and care for a 
place of remembrance for those lost and loved. A place of reflection 
and peace.  

 
Please consider if God is laying this on your heart. If you can help in 
this way or require more information please speak to Session Clerk, 
Val MacSween on 07738 567 084. 

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
 



We had a lovely time at our Christingle Service. We had approx. 65 
people (adults and children) attending, and not just from our 

congregation. Families from our schools and local community 
came along to join us. Please see our Church Facebook page for the 

rest of the pictures. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



Update from Clydesdale Community Initiatives (30th Jan) 
 
Hi all, that’s us almost got January out the way, thank 
goodness….. 
  
Bit of a slow wind up following the holidays but things are 
starting to move on the jobs front again. 
  
A sample of this month’s activities include 
  

• Adjusting difficult to close doors 
• Moving furniture prior to fitting carpet 
• Building a TV stand 
• Moving various boxes and items of furniture 
• Explaining the operation of heating controls 
• And of course, light bulbs! 

  
Thanks to all who are keeping the reports coming in and a 
big thanks to our volunteers. 
  
Cheers, 
  
Willie Watson 
  
  

 

 



Treasures or Maybe Not! 

A number of you may have heard that my husband, William, and I are 
in the process of selling our farm. It has been in the family for eighty 
plus years and William & his brother were actually born at the farm. 
We face the mammoth task of having to clear out all the farm 
outbuildings full of a wide variety of things like milk churns, byre 
chains, old implements and probably everything under the kitchen 
sink.  

Many items were once treasured because they were essential to the 
working of the farm. Perhaps, even worse, is the huge task of clearing 
out the house full of family furniture, inherited items, and an array of 
things William and I have accumulated over our fifty years together. 
Family furniture has been particularly treasured but will have to find 
pastures new as we seek to downsize to a property suitable for our 
retirement years. 

It will require a literal ‘mind over matter’ approach as we part with 
the vast majority of our possessions & leave ourselves with not a lot 
more than what we actually need. In recent years, I had actually 
started to worry about our possessions and how little most of them 
actually mean to our two children. This has been confirmed as 
neither my son nor daughter want or need anything of ours to clutter 
up their homes. So, with a problem of my own making, I find myself 
overwhelmed and burdened by the formidable task of disposing of 
them…. my so-called treasures.  

It has brought Matthew 6 verses 19 -20 sharply into focus. “Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moths and vermin 
destroy but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where 
neither moth or rust destroys & where thieves do not break or steal.”   



I could not help but smile when I read this scripture again, as in the 
last year, we have had a significant problem with carpet moths 
eating our carpets and many years ago we were actually burgled, 
and I did lose some treasures. You would think I would have learned 
something!  

Jesus is reminding us that we are only here on a temporary basis and 
we leave this life with no possessions except the treasure He has for 
us in eternity.  He is telling us to store up funds in the heavenly bank 
of God, which is the only treasure that matters as it will last forever. 
What we need to stockpile is a grace - filled life achieved by serving 
God and making a difference here so we can enjoy His unmerited 
favour when we go to be with Him. In my new home, I am going to do 
my best to limit my possessions and constantly remind myself that 
God wants us to treasure Him and NOT earthly possessions.  

To my cost, I have found that possessions are not only temporary; 
they can also be a burden!  I am, however, extremely grateful to my 
faithful and long-suffering friends who are endeavouring to help, but 
more like force me, to be more ruthless!  The daunting task of 
clearing out so you may not be seeing very much of me during the 
next couple of months.  Hopefully, though, I will reappear at a new 
address completely clutter free……… if I survive!  Pray for me, 
please! 

Margaret Dunlop 

 
 

 

 



SCOUT GROUP 

As 2023 has started, The Scout Group are now planning for an 
active program of activities and events in the coming months.  In 
2022 the Group recovered well from the effects of Covid including a 
summer camp at Auchengillan for Cubs, Scouts and Explorers and 
the year ended with a Camp in December at Lochearnhead Scout 
Station. At present the Group is close to capacity with available 
Leader numbers and have a real need at present to recruit more 
Leaders and Helpers to support the Group to avoid “burn out” of 
our existing Leaders. 

In recent weeks the Beavers and Cubs programs have focussed on 
Global issues, Ukraine, Education, how to clean and filter water and 
recycling. The Scouts and Explorers training has focussed on the 
skills needed for outdoor programs in the coming months and this 
week the Scouts visited the Observatory in Airdrie. At present a 
number of older Scouts are due to move to Explorers and Covid has 
created a skills and maturity challenge for this age group which the 
Group are having to focus on at present. It is also hoped the older 
Explorers will progress with the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme 
this year. 

At present the Group are having to manage our funds carefully 
given increasing costs and to ensure our activities are available to 
all. The Group in recovering from Covid now needs a real focus on 
fundraising to rebuild and the need for external support.  

In the coming weeks to supplement our week-to-week programs 
The Group have a Beaver Sleep Over, a Group visit to the Science 
Centre in Glasgow and a weekend of Group camps and activities at 



Wiston Lodge in May, which will include a Parent fundraising event- 
more to follow!  

Additionally, plans are progressing for our summer camp at 
Lochgoilhead Adventure Centre in August, including a program of 
water and land-based activities, followed by a Cub Camp at 
Auchengillan in October. 

The Group Founders Day Church Service, our first for 3 years as a 
consequence of Covid, will be on Sunday 19 February and the 
Group have been preparing in recent weeks with My Faith programs 
as part of our Badge Schemes. We hope this Service is well 
supported by both Parents and Members of the Congregation and 
to demonstrate the support for the Scout Group within Kirkton. 

 

 
 



 

 



1ST CARLUKE GIRLS BRIGADE 

PANCAKE MORNING 
SATURDAY 18th March FROM 10 – 12 NOON 

IN KIRKTON CHURCH 

 

Adult £3, Children £2 

 

Activities include Crafts, Home Baking and 
Easter Egg Games 



Holy Communion 

 at  

Kirkton Church 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th March 2023 

You are invited to share Communion with us  

in The Sanctuary 

11am and 2.30pm 

Tea and Coffee before and after morning service 

Tea, coffee and cake will follow the afternoon service 

 



How to pray 
by Pete Greig 

A simple guide for normal people 

Last year ‘The Prayer Course’ was established. The course 
ran for 8 weeks and stirred the hearts of those who 
attended. It made them ask questions and wonder about all 
the different ways to pray or just be in the presence of God.  

The course is based on The Lord’s Prayer and used as a 
model and map that helps us to pray our own prayers from 
the heart. When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them 
how to pray.  He crafted these amazing words Luke 11 v 1 
and said ‘this then is how you should pray’ he was telling his 
disciples to use it more as a guide than a destination. We 
know the words well, we repeat them often, they become 
familiar, and they echo the words of Jesus but this course 
breaks it down in a new and fresh way.  

Pete, asking for a bit of advice about how to pray was told 
‘keep it simple, keep it real, keep it up’ 

In this study you are invited to find different ways of 
spending time with Our Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

The 8 sessions consist of a short video from Pete and the 8 
sessions covers:  Why Pray? Adoration, Petition,  
Intersession, Unanswered Prayer,  Contemplation,  
Listening and Spiritual Warfare. 



There are no fixed rules. We can pray and be in the presence 
of God in the places we go, the people we meet and the 
routine things we do. 

The course will run every second week (this will give us time 
to practice what we have discovered). The course will begin 
on the 6th March at 7pm for 7.30pm in the meeting room of 
the manse with a cup of tea or coffee. 

If you are interested, please contact Elizabeth Paterson on 
mobile 07873725370 or leave your name at the church office 
on 750778 and I will contact you. 

 

What’s On 
 

Sunday Worship: 
Weekly Sunday Services continue in the Church at 11am. 
Tea and coffee are available in the Church from 10.30am. 
The Scottish Government recommendation is 
still to maintain caution and to consider carefully before 
deciding not to wear a face covering both for your own 
protection and for the safety of others who may still feel 
vulnerable. 
 
We are live streaming services. We will also continue 
recording our services and making them available online 
at www.kirktonchurch.com or Facebook at Kirkton Church, 
Carluke.  We also continue to provide the Sunday service on 
DVD or Audio CD.  If you require a copy, please contact your  



elder or phone the office on 01555 750778 and leave your 
name and number. We have DVD players for loan if required. 
 

For up-to-date information on all other events and 
activities, please consult the church website or 

Facebook page. 

 


