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Dear Friend, 

 

I bring greetings from the worship team at Kirkton Church. 

This time last year we wrote to you inviting you to a special 

service on the afternoon of Remembrance Sunday which 

was being held to think about and bring before God, all the 

distress and trauma we had each experienced during the 

two years of Covid.  

If you were present on that day, you will remember that we 

were all invited to take a stone and during the service we 

took them to the front of the church where they were 

blessed by the Minister. Those stones have now been 

incorporated into a wooden cross which will be erected in 

the church grounds as a focus for the community of Carluke 

to spend time in reflection. 

The cross will be dedicated during the morning service on 

Remembrance Sunday this year, 13th November at 11.30, we 

hope that you can join us at this special time. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Val Macsween 

Session Clerk 

 

 



Baptism held on 16th October  

Alfie Harper 
 

 

 



 

On Friday 30th September we welcomed Carluke Primrose 

Orchestral Flutes and Hamilton Operatic Drama Club to the 

church to celebrate the towns Jam and Ham festival.  

Despite atrocious weather conditions that hit Carluke 

during the day we were blessed with a good-sized audience 

who enjoyed some fabulous music from our two guest 

groups.  

We held a collection at the end of the evening which raised 

£203 for the Clydesdale Foodbank - many thanks to all who 

donated.  

We received some nice feedback stating that the facilities 

and sound equipment were first class and certainly 

enhanced the evening overall.  

We plan to host a similar event in 2023 and hope to see you 

there.   Derek Smith 



 



 

 

We raised £203.54 from the recent Jam and Ham music 

event held in Kirkton Church, Val Macsween, our Session 

Clerk, presented the funds to Clydesdale Foodbank.  Thanks 

to all who attended and donated on the evening and thank 

you to everyone at the foodbank for everything you do.  

Derek Smith. 

 

Notes From the Choir 

 

We said a sad farewell to Iain as our accompanist at our last 

choir rehearsal on Thursday 27 October. It was an emotional 

time for us all as Iain had been very much part of our choir 

during his 35 years of ministry at Kirkton Church. Firstly as a 

chorister, then a soloist, then our choir director and laterally 

our accompanist but above all our friend. 



We wish him and Dawn every happiness in a long and healthy 

retirement.  

 

 
 

However, as in some words spoken in the film The Sound of 

Music, “when God closes a door somewhere he opens a 

window”. Well a window has well and truly been flung open 

for us as Brian has volunteered to be our accompanist. As a 

result we will no longer rehearse on Thursday evenings. 

Instead we will meet at 10.15am on Sundays in the small hall 

to sing through the hymns for the service and any introit or 

anthem that we may be singing. It may however be necessary 

from time to time to rehearse anthems in more depth after 

the church service finishes but these occasions will not be 

too frequent. 

 



What we would love though is for more people to come and 

join us. Some of our former members will be doing just that 

as Sunday morning rehearsals are more suitable for them. 

Why don’t you come along and give it a try? Although the 

ability to read music is helpful it certainly isn’t essential. 

Please speak to Brian or me if you need any further 

information.  Christine O’Neill, Choir Director   

 

Some directions from 1761 to put a smile on your face: 

 

 

 



News Update from Clydesdale Food Bank   

We have moved from 66 High Street which was our home 

since autumn of 2014. Its two major drawbacks were its size 

and the fact that we only had a front door. This meant that 

all goods arriving and departing necessitated driving down 

the High Street. We did have a permit for this (in fact we 

were the first to ever apply for such a thing!) but it was 

never a comfortable situation.  Size became an issue in 2020 

when demand for our service soared so we were very 

grateful to Carluke Development Trust for the temporary 

use of 76 High Street. 

We are now installed in portacabins at High Mill –up Chapel 

Street past the Health Centre, straight on at the roundabout 

then turn right through the opening in the hedge. Our sign is 

on the gate to the right. It is open Mon-Fri, 9.30am to at least 

12noon. Our phone number remains the same – 01555 

771700 and the email address is still 

cfoodbank@yahoo.co.uk. 

As you can imagine, demand is high so we are very grateful 

for all your support with physical or financial donations. 

Anyone wishing to make donate by standing order or gift 

aid their donation should email us and I can send the 

appropriate forms, or you can make donations via our 

website - https://clydesdalefoodbank.org.uk/   

Because of the rising number of referrals, we are also 

looking for people who are willing to do some local 

deliveries in their own car on busy days. You need to be fit 

and healthy and able to carry bags of food upstairs where 

mailto:cfoodbank@yahoo.co.uk
https://clydesdalefoodbank.org.uk/


necessary. If you would like to offer your services on one 

day a week, please email with your name, telephone 

number and which morning you are available. 

Lastly and most importantly, please pray for the service, the 

clients, the volunteers and the trustees.  

Thank you, Liz Barthram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Kirkton Primary marked the occasion of Iain’s retirement by 

holding a special assembly for him. They surprised him by 

getting him to take part in ‘I’m a Minister - get me out of 

here!’ and then a dance off with Lesley…of course Iain was 

victorious! 



Iain’s Super Sunday – 30th October 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 



 
 
 
 



Hello from Fiona 

My name is Fiona Anderson and I have recently been 

appointed by Presbytery as your Interim Moderator, 

following Iain’s retirement.  I am very much looking forward 

to meeting you all and working alongside you over the next 

few months, whilst all the organisational changes are 

proposed and put into place by the new Presbytery Mission 

Planning Team.  Following on from my meeting with both 

Session Clerks (Valerie and Christine), it looks like I will be 

with you one Sunday per month, as well as chairing 

Kirkton’s Session Meetings.  I have never been an Interim 

Moderator before, so this is quite exciting for me to be given 

the opportunity to do something different.   

My first Sunday with you is November 13th 2022, 

Remembrance Sunday.  As I am already attached to 

Strathaven Trinity, which comprises of three separate 

churches across Chapelton, Glassford and Strathaven itself, 

I will be conducting worship earlier that morning at 

Glassford, but I should still be on time for Kirkton at 

11.30am that day.  Again, I am very much looking forward to 

the honour of dedicating the beautiful cross which has been 

created from all the stones that have been gathered from an 

earlier Kirkton covid/bereavement/memorial service. 

So, who am I?  Well, I’m a fully ordained Church of Scotland 

minister with a theology degree, but part-time  



(non-stipendiary) as opposed to full-time, which means I 

have another job outside ministry, and that job is an 

accountant.  I was late in being called to ministry and 

following training, conferences, placements, as well as 

academic study over a period of 5/6 years, I was ordained 

during lock-down in October 2020.  I am married to Tom 

who is a teacher, and we have one son, David who is a 

researcher at Glasgow University.   

We live in Hamilton and my home church was St John’s 

Hamilton, where I had been an elder for 25 years; Church 

Treasurer; Choir member; a Sunday School Teacher; Guide 

Captain; Saturday night youth leader etc etc.  I also trained 

as a bereavement counsellor with Cruse Bereavement 

Scotland and volunteered with them for approximately six 

years.  So hopefully, my experiences can benefit you in 

some way. 

As I said, I am attached to Strathaven Trinity as an assistant 

to Rev Dr Shaw Paterson, where I have been since 

ordination.  We share the three services across the villages 

(all with different start and finish times) between us, usually 

alternating with one service one week, and two the 

next.  I’m very fortunate to have been given opportunities to 

marry, baptise, as well as preside at communion and 

conduct funerals. 

I look forward to meeting you all very soon.  Blessings, Fiona 



Services of a Minister or Pastoral Care 

(cut out & keep for reference) 

 

An interim moderator, Rev Fiona Anderson, has been 

appointed on a part time basis, but for the foreseeable 

future, we will not have a full-time minister.   Should you 

need the services of a minister or require pastoral support, 

please contact any of the following who will do their utmost 

to help you. 

In the first instance, contact our secretary, Dawn Carlin, 

during office hours. If you require a more urgent response 

i.e., outwith office hours, then call our Session Clerk.  

 

Church Office: Tel. 01555 750778 - Dawn Carlin, secretary.   

(Office hours are Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm) 

 

Session Clerk:  Tel. 07738 567 084 - Val MacSween 

 

Interim Moderator:  Tel. 07913 153 608 - Rev Fiona 

Anderson 

 

Youth & Children’s Worker: Tel 07780 330 543 - Lesley 

Ewing 

 

Pastoral Care Coordinator: 07802 819 658 - Willie 

MacSween 
 



Holy Communion 

 at  

Kirkton Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th December 

You are invited to share Communion with us  

in The Sanctuary 

11am 

Tea and Coffee before and after service 

 

 



What’s On 

 

Sunday Worship: 

Weekly Sunday Services continue in the Church at 11am. 

Tea and coffee are available in the Church from 10.30am. 

The Scottish Government recommendation is 

still to maintain caution and to consider carefully before 

deciding not to wear a face covering both for your own 

protection and for the safety of others who may still feel 

vulnerable. 

 

We are live streaming services. We will also continue 

recording our services and making them available online 

at www.kirktonchurch.com or Facebook at Kirkton Church, 

Carluke or by telephone— Just dial the freephone number 

01555 363637. 

 

We also continue to provide the Sunday service on DVD or 

Audio CD. If you require a copy, please contact your elder or 

phone the office on 01555 750778 and leave your 

name and number. We have DVD players for loan if required. 

 

We will be transitioning to a new office e-mail address 

office@kirktonchurch.com 

Please take note and update your address book for using it. 

 

For up-to-date information on all other events and 

activities, please consult the church website or 

Facebook page. 

 

mailto:office@kirktonchurch.com


And finally....  

We desperately need more people to volunteer to help us 

with the many little jobs that require to be done to help us 

run our church effectively. Can you help in any way at all? 

Speak to Val or Lesley. Let us not be like the message 

contained below!  

 

 

 


