
 

 
Scottish Charity Number: SC026539 

KIRKTONPARISHCHURCH 

community
keeping in touch… 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

Dear friends, 
 

I suspect that this is the last of these ‘letters’ that I will write to you 
before I retire. Part of me is tempted to look back on what will be 35 
years at Kirkton Church—years that have flown by, years in which our 
children have grown and our grandchildren have come along. 
But I don’t want to do that now: I want to continue looking forward. 
Even though the future ahead of us all is quite uncertain we must face 
it with the confidence that comes from knowing that God is with us. 
God has been with us in the past, God is with us now, God will be us in 
the future. Whatever surprises may come our way, they will not be a 
surprise to God. 
One thing we do already know is that Kirkton Parish Church will not 
be the same in the very near future (i.e., within the next five years.) 
The new Presbytery of Forth Valley & Clydesdale will be making plans 
to readjust many, if not all, of the congregations in our area. In one 
way or another this is likely to combine the three churches in Carluke 
with the church in Law village. The details of how that will work and 
how it will be staffed are as yet unknown. 
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Many people are often nervous, or even afraid, of change, and no 
one likes uncertainty. 
However, at this point I would just like to remind all Kirkton 
members and regular worshippers that in the 190 years of our 
history as a congregation we have had a long tradition of making 
changes whenever necessary. 
I hope everyone will be able to embrace whatever new possibilities 
open up, even if some things with which we are currently familiar 
and comfortable, cease to be. 
Actually, I see a parallel here to the process in which Dawn and I are 
currently engaged. 
For 35 years we have had the privilege of living in a lovely and LARGE 
Manse, with many rooms, all of which are spacious (in real terms not 
just ‘estate-agent-speak’.) We will be moving from here to a small 
modern house in Stonehouse with many fewer rooms, all of which 
are pretty SMALL.  
In order to make this change we have to leave behind, or dispose of, 
the majority of the possessions that we have accumulated over the 
years—including, in my case, well over 2000 books!  And most of our 
furniture will also be too large for the new house. 
So, this requires us to make difficult decisions and to let go of many 
things that hold important memories. But we know it is the right 
thing to do, and we are beginning to get excited about some of the 
new possibilities that lie ahead of us as we have more time for 
ourselves and each other. 
My hope is that the Kirkton congregation will be able to handle the 
approaching changes in a similar way. 
We can, and should, often look back to see the journey that we have 
travelled so far, but always recognising that we cannot go back to, or 
recreate, the past—we can only build a new future.  
Like a river that must flow down to the sea, the passage of time 
moves only in one direction. 
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I know that some of you will have seen the concept drawings from 
our architect showing potential new ways for making better use of 
our church and halls. If those concepts are allowed to become a 
reality—in whatever reconfiguration happens among the various 
churches—there will be much to look forward to and get excited 
about! 
I am sure I will have other opportunities in the weeks to come to say 
a proper ‘farewell’ to you all. 
But knowing that not everyone is yet able to be present in the 
Church on Sundays, let me on behalf of Dawn, myself, and all of our 
family, say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone in Kirkton for the joyful 
privilege that has been ours of serving here and for the love that has 
been shown to us and the help that has been given to us. 
Because we do not have to pack them up in a box and find a place 
for them in our new small house… we will take with us ALL of our 
memories and cherish them at our leisure. 
In the meantime, I continue to be… 

Your minister (until the end of October) 

and your friend, (always)  
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A word from our Youth & Children’s Worker 
 At the beginning of August, I celebrated my eight 
year anniversary of being your Youth & Children’s 
worker here at Kirkton Church and what an 
amazing eight years it has been! 
My role/remit has evolved quite a bit over these 
last eight years and I’m sure that many of you 
might not even be sure of what my job entails? So 
let me give you a little insight as to what I do. 

The part you all see is when I assist with Worship and the children on 
a Sunday morning, but that is only the tip of the iceberg! I am 
involved in a Chaplaincy role at four of our local schools (Kirkton, 
Braidwood, High School & High Mill). I spend all day in the High 
School on a Monday working with individual pupils and groups. Did 
you know that 95% of all under 18’s do not attend regular Church? 
However, most of them attend School and being able to spend so 
much time with them in their place of learning gives me a great 
opportunity to be involved in their lives. 
I lead and run our Toddler group which now operates three sessions 
a week. This group just isn’t for the benefit of the children who 
attend. We offer a great deal of peer support for our parents and 
carers, and this is reflected by the numbers we have attending. And 
as part of the Holiday Club team, I also take responsibility for 
preparing and leading Holiday Club and offer support and training to 
other Churches. 
I have a few ‘grown up’ activities that I carry out. As a Presbytery 
accredited Worship Leader, I lead Worship in Kirkton when needed, 
lead Thursday services at St Johns and conduct Funerals as 
required. 
Oops! I’ve run out of space, and this means that I can’t fit everything 
in – but feel free to come and ask me what other 
things I get up to!  

P.S. Here’s to the next few years! 


