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Dear friends, 
 
I am writing this to you on the morning after our first Sunday 

back together for worship in the Church since the majority (though 
not all) of the Covid restrictions were lifted. 

To be fair it wasn’t entirely ‘back to normal’ because people 
had to book a seat in advance for the service and we all had to wear 
masks. However, we did get to sing together in spite of the masks, 
and I for one found that very uplifting.  

We felt like a family together again, though obviously many 
members of the family weren’t yet back with us.  

It was a good start, though, and I’m looking forward to the 
coming weeks as I’m hoping that more and more of you will feel 
comfortable about coming back into our church building to worship 
God and to enjoy catching up with each other. 

From now on you won’t have to phone in advance to get a seat, 
though we’ll still have to note down your name and phone number 
for ‘track and trace’ purposes when you arrive. 
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One thing you’ll find a bit different is that you’ll have the 

opportunity to have tea or coffee in the church before the service, 
rather than afterwards. Teas and Coffees will be available for thirty 
minutes before the start of the worship. (Apart from anything else, 
we’ve found that it’s one way to ensure people don’t all arrive at the 
same time.) 
 In these past months, and throughout every area of society, 
many things have changed. It will take quite some time to see how it 
all settles down. That is very true also of our church. We can’t really 
predict what lies ahead. But what we can be sure of is that the God 
who created us and called us, and who has loved us in the past, will 
go on loving us and guiding us, if we listen, as he reshapes the 
church for a new era. 
 Looking forward to seeing you all soon in Kirkton on Sundays. 
 

Your minister and friend,  

 
 
 

 
 
   

Midweek Services 
 

Our 30-minute reflective midweek services will resume  
on Wednesday 8th September at 1.30pm in the church. 
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A word from our Youth & Children’s Worker 
 

 
I went back to school on the 16th August alongside 220 brand 

new first years at Carluke High School. This is something that I get 
invited to do every year and I very much appreciate the school 
involving me in this way and giving me the opportunity to support 
the pupils and the staff.  It’s a great privilege to be able to spend so 
much time with the young people of our community. I also got to 
touch base with the young people who are part of our Church family 
here at Kirkton. 

 
It was a long and tiring week— for a couple of different reasons. 

Firstly, I was back to a 6am alarm call each morning which took a bit 
of getting used to after my summer break and I was in bed on the 
Thursday night by 7.30pm! And secondly? I found the week to be 
quite emotional.  

 
The part of the week that had such an effect on me was 

spending time with those young people who are struggling with so 
many different aspects of starting/returning to school. This was why 
I spent quite a great deal of my time in a nurturing role – spending 
one to one time with those who just needed that extra support. 
Everyone has come out of the past year a different person – but our 
children and young people have faced times and worries that they 
should never have had to face in their young years. Their resilience is 
at an all-time low. They have missed so many opportunities for 
social interactions and much needed time with their peers. They 
have missed the ‘fun’ part of being at school (Yes…school can be 
fun!) – school trips, clubs and extra curriculum activities. 
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I also prayed numerous times last week for pupils, their 

families and staff at our schools. I prayed for them to know that God 
is always with them and for them to know how much he loves them. 

 
Will you pray for them too? 

  
 

 
  

  Message to Kirkton Church received from Lord-Lieutenant of Lanarkshire 

 

As the representative of Her Majesty The Queen in Lanarkshire, I would 
like to thank you all for the wonderful contribution you have made during 
these extraordinary and difficult times. 
It has been heartening to see so many people coming together to help 
others in their community. It has been a great help over this very difficult 
year. 
The collaboration, courage and selflessness shown by volunteers across 
the County during the COVID-19 pandemic has been truly inspirational 
and uplifting. 

 

Lady Haughey (Susan) CBE 

Lord-Lieutenant of Lanarkshire 


