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Greetings to the Kirkton Church Family 

I hope that since the last edition of the Family Chatter you 

have had the opportunity to meet with family and friends in 

a less restricted way. During the last 3 weeks I have seen my 

family who live in France for the first time in 20 months and 

experienced great joy and happiness at the reunion. I also 

experienced joy and happiness at being back in our church 

building yesterday morning with a greater number of the 

church family and being able to sing for the first time. 

Restrictions are still in place, 1 metre distancing between 

groups and the one-way system but sharing food and 

fellowship once more was amazing and uplifting. 

Kirkton Church is its family, without you it could not and 

would not exist, but it does require volunteers to be able to 

offer all the services we do and to function efficiently. We all 

have different God given gifts and talents and also different 

lives and abilities and demands on our time and skills, but 

we are all called by our faith and commitment to God to 

offer what we can.  

To ensure the smooth running of Sunday services we 

require  

¶ A church officer, a technical team, donations of flowers 

and people willing to distribute them, welcomers on 

the door and inside the Sanctuary, people to count the 

collection, people to serve tea and coffee. 

 



To enable the business of the church to function efficiently 

we have 7 workgroups, each managing one important area 

of church 

¶ Management, Finance, Worship, Discipleship, Property, 

Pastoral Care, Outreach. 

For a variety of reasons during the pandemic all of these 

workgroups have lost valuable members and because of the 

pandemic all of the groups have much work to catch upon 

and would appreciate new members. 

To continue to offer the fellowship Kirkton Church has 

always provided for its own family and the community, 

support is needed for 

¶ Coffee club, crossroads café and our organisations: 

#BCF>L?HӒM ;H> 9IONB -CHCMNLSӇ ""ӒMӇ '"ӒMӇ 3=IONM ;H> 

the Guild. 

I am requesting that you please consider using your gifts 

and talents to maintain and grow Gods work here in Kirkton 

church.  If you are unable to physically assist with the 

running of our church, please consider identifying a person, 

an organisation, a service or one of the areas of need listed 

above and commit to praying regularly for them/it. 

The Church of Scotland locally and nationally is facing 

uncertain times so let us be the Salt and Light in our 

community that we are called to be. 

Yours in Christ 

Val Macsween 

Session Clerk 



 

 

Macsween cousins having fun ӝ AT LAST! 



Autumn Fayre 

at Kirkton Church 

Saturday 18th September 

10am 

 

Dear Friends, 

)NӒM AII> NI N;FE NI SIO <ON CN QIOF> <? GO=B <?NN?L NI M?? 

you again.   The past 18 months have been difficult but let 

us give thanks that we have reached this point and can look 

forward. 

The Autumn Fayre is an opportunity for us to meet again 

and catch up with each other.  On the stalls there will be 

knitted goods for babies and children, books, toys, games, 

puzzles, greeting cards, gifts and much more.  Come along 

and browse among the stalls. 

If you would like to take a table or need more information, 

please contact Linda on 772414. 

Looking forward to your company, and a great day on 18th 

September, unless restrictions prevent us. 

 



Lanark & District (L&D) u3a: www.u3a -lanark.xyz   

The u3a is a lively, friendly organisation, which is not 

determined by age but rather is for anyone who is retired or 

semi-retired. Despite the difficulties of operating under the 

Covid restrictions, Lanark & District u3a continued to provide 

a number of activities via Zoom and, over the summer 

months, several outdoor groups have been operating very 

successfully. L&D has presently 150 members from Lanark, 

Carluke and the surrounding area. With 25+ interest groups, 

mainly led by members, there is something for everyone. 

Some groups are purely for leisure & enjoyment whereas 

others enable some type of learning.  

 

 

New members are always welcome and if you have not heard 

about the u3a, why not try it out by coming along to the first 

meeting of the session.  If you are new to the area, have been 

bereaved or live alone, then the u3a has a great deal to offer 

and many of our members have testified just how valuable 

the organisation has been to them in helping them to make 

new friends and move forward. On the other hand, you may 

just be looking for something new or different to do and the 

u3a provides a wide range of activities. 

 

 

As this is an important year when all organisations need to 

relaunch after the pandemic, we are offering a half price, 

one- off annual enrolment fee of £8.00.   

 

http://www.u3a-lanark.xyz/


However, feel free to come along as a visitor to try out a 

couple of meetings and/or groups until you decide if you 

wish to join.  Find out more by visiting our website, as 

detailed above. 

 

Covid Safeguards and Suggestions 

L&D u3a and the Memorial Hall are following all government 

and local authority guidelines, therefore currently; the 

wearing of masks is required inside the hall.     In addition, 

having considered u3a Trust advice, the committee of L&D 

suggest it would be desirable for prospective attendees to 

have a lateral flow test, negative result, before attending 

meetings or group activities. Also, not to attend if feeling 

unwell or temperature is raised.  

 

First meeting of Session - Lanark & District (L&D) u3a 

The first General Meeting of Lanark & District u3a will be on 

Wednesday, 15th September, at 2.00pm, in Lanark Memorial 

Hall, when the speaker will be the retired, Radio Clyde 

broadcaster, Dave Marshall.  Dave will be giving his excellent 

JL?M?HN;NCIH ?HNCNF?>Ӈ ӓ9?MN?L>;S /H=? -IL?ӆӔ  (? CM MOL? NI 

bring back fond memories of your bygone days; his talk is a 

treat!  

  

  

 

 



Carry on Cruising! 

ӓ9IOӒP? AIN NI <? DIECHAӇӔ ӓ(;P? SIO AIH? NIN;FFS G;>ӍӔ Q?L? 

just two of the comments received when I gleefully 

;HHIOH=?> NB;N ) B;> <IIE?> ; =LOCM? @IL NBCM S?;LӒM BIFC>;Sӆ 

I had wasted no time in booking up, in the late spring, when 

I noticed there was a Staycation Cruise of the British Isles 

available, departing from Rosyth. Better still, it was going to 

Orkney, Shetland and the Faroe Isles so my excitement knew 

no bounds. I had always wanted to visit these places and 

here was the ideal opportunity.  My spirits were lifted, and I 

cannot describe how much I was looking forward to this 

great escape from the mundane. The fact that others were 

not sharing in my enthusiasm did not concern me, as I truly 

believed that the cruise industry would have planned & 

prepared very extensively to take passengers back on board 

their ships. To be fair, though, I always said when asked 

about a holiday that I was hoping to go on a cruise this 

MOGG?LӊӆӆDOMN CH =;M?Ӌ 

All was quiet until about six weeks after the booking when a 

letter arrived saying that no cruise ships would be allowed to 

sail from Scotland, but they were moving the ship to 

Liverpool and we could rebook and sail from there. Well, this 

was a little disappointing but as I have family living in 

Liverpool, it was no great hardship to drive down there, see 

my family & be chauffeur driven, by my brother, to the port. 

Better still, the cruise available from Liverpool was two 

nights longer and was still visiting Orkney and Shetland. All 

Q;M Q?FFӇ NBCM GCABN <? ?P?H <?NN?LӊӆӆIL MI ) NBIOABNӋ 



It was just three weeks before our departure date when the 

real blow struck. It hit the media that a British cruise ship had 

been refused permission to let passengers off at Greenock. I 

made a mental note of this but, maybe in denial, I did not 

dwell on the possible implications for myself. A few days later 

the dreaded letter arrived, we could no longer go to Orkney 

IL 3B?NF;H> ;M Q? QIOF>HӒN <? ;FFIQ?> I@@ NB? MBCJӆ 7? QIOF> 

HIQ <? AICHA NIӊӊQ;CN @IL CNӊӊ&;FGIONBӇ 0ILNMGIONB 

and Belfast!  How very exciting!  Well, as we slowly searched 

for some enthusiasm, we spent the next few days 

deliberating what to do. Do we cancel altogether and look for 

accommodation somewhere? Horror stories abounded of 

totally unreasonable accommodation costs and no 

availability anywhere in the UK at such a late date. Packed 

hotels, packed places and congested roads did not appeal! 

Now in farming, my hubby and I are not blessed with the 

option of being able to holiday anytime, as we have to fit our 

break in between hay and harvest times. In the end, we 

decided the best option was to stick with the booking and be 

thankful for what was on offer.  

Anyway, the day of departure duly arrived and after showing 

our Covid vaccination certificates and undertaking a lateral 

flow test, we were transported by bus, in a socially distanced 

manner, to our ship. Our temperatures were taken as we 

boarded and face masks had to be worn as we moved around 

inside the ship, despite Boris having abandoned this rule a 

few days before. From now on, we were floating prisoners 

who were only allowed to leave the ship on an organised 

excursion. No nipping off the ship for a wee exploration of 



your own or you would be banned from getting back on 

board!  

The ship was operating at half capacity so social distancing 

was never an issue and the usually busy lifts were ghostly 

quiet. Hand sanitisation machines were everywhere, and the 

biggest novelty was the mini 20 second car wash for our 

hands, in the buffet restaurant.  Well, it Q;MHɇN ;=NO;FFS the 

usually much-

loved buffet, 

because the staff 

served you the 

food you 

wanted, instead 

of you helping 

yourself!  This 

required you to 

be very specific 

e.g. ӓ#;H ) B;P? 

two sausages, 2 

pieces of bacon 

& 1 fried egg, 

please, and a 

round crusty 

LIFFӍӔ ӨNB?L? 

were at least 6 

types of rolls!)  As 

you may 

CG;ACH?Ӈ <O@@?N FIP?LM >C>HӒN L?;FFS N;E? NI NB;N particular 

restriction. 



Anyway, off we set in beautifully hot weather, with an 

unrestricted view of the sea and our own recliners just 

outside our sliding doors to the promenade deck. All was 

bliss!  Two days later, however, we got up very early to a dull, 

grey day and a choppy sea at Falmouth. We packed for a day 

out, had a rushed breakfast and proceeded to the 

disembarkatiIH >?=Eӆ 7? ;LLCP?> NB?L? NI <? NIF>ӇӔ 3I MILLSӇ 

the Captain cannot allow the tender to be lowered as its 

unsafe due to the sea- MQ?FF NI>;SӇ MI OH@ILNOH;N?FS NI>;SӒM 

NLCJ CM =;H=?FF?>ӆӔ  $CM;JJICHNG?HN ?N=B?> IH ?P?LSIH?ӒM 

face, we trudged back to our cabins and went back to sleep! 

We were so looking forward to a tour of the Cornish 

countryside and this episode brought home that this was a 

Staycation Cruise, not one in the Mediterranean with its 

mostly reliable weather!  Next, the captain announced his 

alternative to Falmouth. He would take us to the Channel 

Islands where we would do some scenic cruising round 

Guernsey, Alderney & Sark. Later in the day the captain 

announced we were approaching Guernsey, but guess what? 

The fog was so thick, the foghorn was sounding, and we 

GCABN ;M Q?FF B;P? <??H CH ION?L MJ;=?ӊ MI GO=B @IL NB;N 

idea! 

Sadly, the scorching weather and blue skies of the previous 

week had gone, never to be seen again on our cruise. 

Portsmouth was misty and wet but saved by a most 

interesting tour including the pointing out of the main naval 

bases on Ports down Hill, by an enthusiastic & 

knowledgeable guide. 



From there we cruised the Sound of Mull, passed the 

$ON=BG;HӒM =;J ;H> &CHA;FM Cave, and entered Loch Hourn 

where Duart Castle is situated. Our last destination was the 

now vibrant city of Belfast. 

On our return to Liverpool, my sister provided an evening 

meal for all our Liverpool family, some 20 of us, including my 

new great nephew, Miles, just 6 weeks old. What a lovely end 

to our holiday, which would not have happened had we 

sailed from Rosyth! 

To conclude this saga, there is no doubt that this Staycation 

#LOCM? >C> B;P? ?=BI?M I@ NB? ӑ#;LLS IHӒ @CFGMӆ )N NOLH?> ION 

very different from what we signed up for, but overall, 

nothing is set in stone in these strange days and in all areas 

of life, we have to be willing to compromise & adapt. The 

pandemic has surely taught us that instead of complaining 

about what we do not have, we need to be thankful for the 

many blessings we do have. Yes, it was a different cruise 

experience, but the crew did everything in their power to 

keep us safe and provide us with the best holiday possible. 

We enjoyed seven days in a relaxing, comfortable 

environment being thoroughly spoiled while also breathing 

in the fresh sea air. It was just lovely to be back on board 

again and I was right in believing we would be safe; we really 

=IOF>HӒN B;P? <??H M;@?LӋ  #LOCMCHAӊӊӆ SIO =;HӒN <?;N CNӇ 

ӑ=;LLS IHӒ IL HINӋ   

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                    

Margaret Dunlop 



Church is hard. 

Church is hard for the person walking through the doors, 

afraid of judgement. 

#BOL=B CM B;L> @IL NB? J;MNILӒM @;GCFSӇ OH>?L NB? GC=LIM=IJ? 

of an entire body. 

Church is hard for the prodigal son returning home, broken, 

and battered by the world. 

Church is hard for the girl who looks like she has it all 

together, but >I?MHӒNӆ 

Church is hard for the couple who fought the entire ride to 

the service. 

Church is hard for the single mom, surrounded by couples 

holding hands, and seemingly perfect families. 

Church is hard for the widow and widower with no invitation 

to lunch after service. 

Church is hard for the deacon with an estranged child. 

Church is hard for the person singing worship songs, 

overwhelmed by the weight of the lyrics. 

Church is hard for the man insecure in his role as a leader. 

Church is hard for the wife who longs to be led by a righteous 

man. 

Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately 

longs for a baby to love. 

Church is hard for the single woman and single man, praying 

God brings them a mate. 



Church is hard for the teenage girl, wearing a scarlet letter, 

ashamed of her mistakes. 

Church is hard for the sinners. 

Church is hard for me. 

)NӒM B;L> <?=;OM? IH NB? IONMC>? CN ;FF FIIEM MBCHS ;H> J?L@?=Nӆ  

Sunday best in behaviour and dress. 

However, underneath those layers, you find a body of 

imperfect people, carnal souls, selfish motives. 

But here is the beauty of church ӝ  

#BOL=B CMHӒN ; <OCF>CHAӇ G?HN;FCNSӇ IL ?RJ?=N;NCIHӆ 

Church is a body. 

Church is a group of sinners, saved by grace, living in 

fellowship as saints. 

Church is a body of believers bound as brothers and sisters 

by an eternal love. 

Church is a holy ground where sinners stand as equals before 

the Throne of Grace. 

Church is a refuge for broken hearts and a training ground for 

mighty warriors. 

Church is a converging of confrontation and invitation.  

Where sin is confronted, and hearts are invited to seek 

restoration. 

Church is a lesson in faith and trust. 

Church is a bearer of burdens and a giver of hope. 



Church is a family.  A family coming together, setting aside 

differences, forgetting past mistakes, rejoicing in the 

smallest of victories. 

Church, the body, and the circle of sinners-turned-saints, is 

where He resides, and if we ask, He is faithful to come. 

So even on the hard days at church ӝ  

The days wh?H ) ;G ;N I>>M QCNB ; @LC?H>ӆ  7B?H )ӒP? @IOABN 

QCNB GS MJIOM? <?=;OM? Q?ӒL? F;N? IH=? ;A;CHӆ  7B?H )ӒP? 

walked in bearing burdens heavier than my heart can handle 

yet G;MECHA NB? J;CH QCNB ; MGCF? IH GS @;=?ӆ  7B?H )ӒP? QILH 

a scarleN F?NN?LӇ OH>?L NB? GC=LIM=IJ?ӆ  7B?H )ӒP? FIHA?> @IL 

a baby to hold or fought tears as the lyrics were sung.  When 

)ӒP? Q;FE?> <;=E CHӇ ;@L;C> ;H> <LIE?HӇ ;@N?L Q;FECHA ;Q;Sӆ 

)ӒFF L?G?G<?LӇ (? B;M H?P?L @;CF?> NI G??N G? NB?L?ӆ 

Jacob Waldron 

 



Holy Communion at  

Kirkton Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 5th September 

You are invited to share Communion with us in  

The Sanctuary. 

11am and 2pm 

Tea and Coffee at 10:30 and 2:30 
 


