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THANK YOU, CHRISTINE! 

 

It was about 14 years ago that I called in to see Christine Gilchrist 

with the sole purpose of asking her if she would take on the role of 

Girls’ Brigade Captain, previously held by her big sister, Morag 

Barnstaple. 

Although I understood that Christine was already aware of what I 

was coming to ask her, I wasn’t altogether confident she would say 

‘yes’ because I knew that she was the kind of person who always 

preferred to work away in the background …out of the limelight. 

To be the public ‘face’ of our 

large, and very successful 

Girls’ Brigade company was 

a big responsibility to take 

on, and it was particularly 

daunting to have to succeed 

her sister, who had been an 

exceptionally good leader. 

But for the sake of the 

company, the church, and 

especially the girls 

themselves, Christine took 

the risk of stepping outside 

of her comfort zone and to 

my delight said yes, agreeing 

to take on the responsibility 

for a five-year spell. Though slightly hesitant at first Christine very 

quickly grew into the role and began to put her own stamp on it. I 

think she soon began to realise that she had her own unique gifts 

and by simply being herself she could develop her own style of 

effective leadership—which she most certainly did. 



It was typical of Christine that although she had already intimated 

her desire to hand over the reins before the pandemic struck, that 

she decided to stay on for an extra year to work through the 

challenges of keeping the company going through various 

lockdowns and continuing restrictions, making use of online 

technology to keep in touch with all the girls and to keep them 

engaged in these difficult times. 

Christine’s own ‘Girls’ Brigade life’ actually began in “The Girls’ 

Guildry” (one of the precursors of what is now known as Girls’ 

Brigade.) She started as a “Rosebud.”  

However, as a teenager she began to pursue different interests. It 

was only after she married Ronnie that big sister Morag asked 

Christine if she would come along and help with the GB Company, 

not as an officer, but simply as a helper who could teach the girls 

some aerobics. Gradually Christine became more involved and 

eventually completed the training to become an officer. 

I asked her what she has enjoyed most about being part of Girls’ 

Brigade over these years and she replied, “the best thing has been 

seeing young girls turning into lovely, caring young women 

thanks to Girls’ Brigade, and seeing some of them eager to put 

something back into the Company.” 

One of the things that has always impressed me about Kirkton’s GB 

Company has been its ability to keep on growing its own future 

leaders. It has done this firstly through the strong, inspiring 

example of the leaders themselves, but also through their 

recognising and developing the different skills of the girls and 

leading them to maturity, through giving them real responsibility at 

a young age. It all seems to happen easily and naturally, but it is in 

fact the outcome of thoughtful, dedicated, and faithful leadership. 

I know how much our own three daughters have benefitted from 

Girls’ Brigade. Their years in the Company have helped to develop 



their confidence, their leadership skills, their sense of responsibility 

and their faith. 

Christine herself has been both a product and producer of this 

leadership ‘conveyer belt.’ 

I also asked Christine what she has found most difficult during the 

time of her Captainship and, without going into any details, she 

hinted that for her the biggest frustrations have revolved around 

some of the changes that have happened in the wider organisation 

of Girls’ Brigade Scotland and nothing in our own local company. 

She is deeply grateful for the help and support she has received 

from fellow officers, parents, the congregation, and the girls 

themselves. 

“So what will you miss most?” was my next question? 

“I will miss the friendships. I will miss the other leaders. We’ve 

had a lot of laughs and many good times.” 

And then, she quickly added, “I do want to become involved with 

the ‘Parents and Friends,’ and help with some Fund raising for the 

company…” 

So, it won’t be a complete goodbye…then? 

Christine is rightly confident that her replacement, Rhoda Baxter, is 

absolutely the correct person to take over at this time and I asked 

her what advice she might want to give to Rhoda as she becomes 

our next GB Captain. 

The answer came immediately, “Get new leaders involved.” 

We wish both Christine in her retirement, and Rhoda in her new 

responsibility, every blessing and encouragement for the years 

ahead as we give thanks to God for their commitment and service. 

 



 

 

 

It took a bit of sorting, but Kirkton Players were delighted to hold a 

small, socially distanced celebration in honour of this lovely lady.  

We will not say here age here (the picture says everything).  Mary, 

we were delighted that we could arrange your birthday surprise as 

our first face to face meet.  Hope you had a lovely time celebrating 

with friends and family (as much as the restrictions allowed). 



 

 

Copy of e-mail update from Iain 

On behalf of the Carluke Christian Aid Committee I am sending this 

e-mail to let you know the total amount collected in this year’s 

Christian Aid Week and to offer sincere thanks to everyone who 

helped in any way to realise the total below by giving of their time, 

talents and money. 

It was never going to be easy this year to raise funds for Christian 

Aid as most of our usual methods of fundraising could not be used 

due to the pandemic. 

An e-envelope was set up where anyone in any of the Carluke and 

Law churches could donate online; the total donated online was 

£1080.00 

Some Regular Christian Aid Envelopes were made available in our 

churches too; the total donated through these envelopes was 

£1131.27. 

The total sum raised by these two methods was therefore £2211.27 

An additional donation of £1500.00 was also received from 

Choices Community Shop. 

So the total that will be sent to Christian Aid by the committee is 

£3711.27 

10th – 16th May 



Thank you everyone who helped with this effort. It will make a 

difference to the lives of many people. 

I am aware that many Kirkton members in particular, as well as 

others in the community, donated to Lesley Ewing’s 300,000 Steps 

in May project for Christian Aid which also raised just over £1500. 

(Well done, Lesley!) 

Many thanks for your support, 

Iain 

DEFIBRILLATORS 

Linda Johnson approached me, in June 2018, with the idea of 

purchasing a Defibrillator for the town.  Not really knowing how to 

go about this it was, just by chance later that week I was at a 

meeting in Crossford.  I was told to go across the road to find out 

how to buy a Defibrillator, as there is one on the Post office wall. 

After looking at many Defibrillators, and with a large donation from 

Linda and the ladies who work in Crossroads Cafe, we bought one 

from Community Heartbeat Trust and on 3rd November 2018 our 

first Defibrillator was installed on the outside wall of My Dentist in 

the High Street.  That was only the beginning, Linda was not 

finished there.    

She thought we should also have one at the Church and, after 

another donation from Crossroads Cafe and the Church, we 

purchased our Zoll Defibrillator.  This is situated on the Farron Hall 

exterior wall.  Both Defibrillators have been deployed, once from 

the High Street and twice from the Church.  

They are both checked every week and a report is sent to the 

Webnos UK Portal.  This is also linked to the Scottish Ambulance 

Association.  



We fully intend to have a training session when restrictions allow, 

and I would like as many people as possible to attend.  Training 

takes about an hour, and you are shown how to use the 

Defibrillator.  When it is switched on there is a visual screen and you 

are asked to follow the instructions. 

By using a Defibrillator before an Ambulance arrives, you can 

significantly increase someone’s chance of survival. 

 

Ray Ashe 

 

 

 
 

*Defibrillator is situated on the Farron Hall exterior wall* 

 



KIRKTON PLAYERS 

As I started to think about what to include in this article, I realised 

that the list was beginning to read like a ‘What we did on our 

holidays’ essay from school.  Let’s be honest, we are fed up with 

Zoom calls and well, Covid in general.  So yes, Kirkton Players met 

over zoom many times.  We even pulled off our Christmas party 

complete with Secret Santa.  It just took a little more organising.  

But is that the sort of information that will keep you reading? 

Are you still there?  I hope so. 

I then started thinking about the things that we, as a group and 

individually, are grateful for.  Those memories that make us pause, 

reflect, and helped us through what has been a rotten time. 

As a group we share stories about performances when things go 

wrong, missed cues, forgotten props, dropped lines.  And we laugh 

about them.  They bring us closer together.  And when they happen, 

they bring the audience that little bit closer to whatever play we are 

performing.  It is not a mistake that a theatre auditorium is referred 

to as the ‘House’.  Whatever form that takes it is where the Kirkton 

Players family welcome our guests with open arms.  And we do miss 

it. 

Our last performances were in Dumbarton in the Glasgow District 

One Act Festival a short while before Covid really took hold.  ‘No 

hugs and no handshakes!’  Social distancing was not even a term.  

Our play, ‘April in Paris’ placed first and was due to be performed in 

round two at the end of March.  We managed one more face to face 

meeting before the first lockdown. 

The thing about a play is that it is only a play when it is performed.  

Or at least read.  Otherwise, it is a like a children’s picture book 

minus the pictures.  Try reading Shakespeare yourself.  I would 

imagine most people would enjoy it more, and get through it 

quicker, if they read it together.  A play also needs an audience.  



Over the last 63 years we have performed a huge array of plays to 

suit all tastes.   

As an audience member you have an important role to play.  Think 

of a time when you have been at a play, or a show, and the 

audience reaction has literary stopped the show.  These moments 

are magical.  Or a ripple of applause or laughter makes its way 

through the auditorium.  As performers, we feel that, and we feed of 

it into the next scene. 

There is a tradition in professional theatre land that when there are 

no performances a single light is left burning on stage.  This ensures 

that the house is never dark, and that someday we will return.  

While we didn’t leave a light on the stage at Kirkton, we did keep it 

burning in other ways. 

As part of Scottish Community Drama we got involved where we 

could.  Several of our member are involved in Glasgow District and 

through this connection a series of online workshops were set up.  

The first workshop being a tutorial led by Laura Lothian.  These 

provided a link to the people who we normally only see at festivals, 

as well as being educational. 

A monologue competition was launched for Glasgow District as 

well as a national competition.  Our very own Elayne Deary winning 

multiple awards for her performance of ‘Fitted Wardrobes’.  Elayne 

was also shortlisted as finalist for the National competition. 

Taking advantage of the extra time in lockdown I began a script 

writing course, resulting in a monologue being performed by In-

Motion Theatre Company.  And from this I was asked to help 

adjudicate the SCDA National script writing competition, Play on 

Words.   

Speaking of new, new is something the theatre always needs.  New 

plays, new ways to look at older plays, new ways of staging, new 

interpretations.  It is forever changing.  This is true for Kirkton 



Players.  Over the years we have gradually lost members for a 

variety of reasons and this seems like the ideal opportunity to put 

the request out that if you, or someone you know, is interested to 

get in touch.  We don’t know when we will get back into the church 

hall for rehearsals, but we would be happy for you to join us on 

Zoom after the summer when we return.  All we ask is that you 

enjoy theatre.  And if not you, then perhaps someone you know 

who is looking for a new hobby.  And since we are on requests, the 

next time you come to see one of our performances why not bring a 

friend? 

It would be very remiss of me not to reflect on what has 

undoubtedly been our most success play to date.  We first 

performed ‘The Steamie’ over 20 years ago.  We then abridged it 

and took it all the way to the British Finals where we were placed 

first.  On a personal note, I didn’t like the play for a large portion of 

those 20 years.  It was not until I offered to direct the play that I 

found a love for it I never knew it existed.   

The Players had just returned from the Scottish Finals in Orkney 

having been placed second.  We had exhausted a large portion of 

our funds and we needed to pull something out of the bag.  So, I 

suggested we revisit ‘The Steamie’.  Only make it bigger, introduce 

a chorus of choir ladies for the songs and reinstate the song ‘Pride’ 

at the top of Act 2.  And I wanted it acapella.  Big demands from a 

group that are not trained singers.  

I spoke earlier about moments that cause us to reflect.  This was 

mine. 

For one I had a cast to direct who were more than a little nervous 

about my ambitions, and two I had a musical director who knew 

this and wanted to protect them as much as she could.  After 

playing the tune a few times and the Players learning it I politely 

asked Anne Ramsay if I could hear it without piano 

accompaniment.  Anne was not convinced to begin with.  As the 



confidence of the Players and the choir ladies grew, I gained Anne’s 

trust that we could pull this off.  Anne would play one note, the 

character of Magrit would look straight at the audience and sing.  

The other Players would join in slowly, along with the choir ladies.  

A rousing chorus culminating in Christine O’Neill singing the final 

refrain.  And after a pause the ladies would go about their business 

as Anne played.  And that, Ladies and Gentlemen, is how you stop a 

show!  Anne has a special place in the history of Kirkton Players, 

and will be forever missed. 

As the song says, ‘The Show Must Go On’.  Kirkton Players are 

looking to the future.  Recently we had the biggest clear out you 

can imagine.  One skip and 11 car loads later we collapsed in a 

socially distanced heap.  A bit like writing this article, some jobs 

can’t wait any longer.  That means that when rules permit and we 

can start rehearsals again we will be able to focus on what brings us 

the most joy, and that is entertaining you.   

 

 



How Did I Get Here? 

 

How did I get here? Well over the last few months I have asked myself 

this question many times. However, I haven’t meant it literally in an 

actual physical way but more in a spiritual way. Since December of 

last year along with Iain, Lesley and Susan I have been on the rota for 

taking our Wednesday services and I suppose I really have to look at 

what I talked about on 26 May to find the answer to this question. 

You see I have been on a journey of faith and discovery not only 

about what it means to be a follower of Jesus but also a journey of 

discovery about myself. 

 

When I became Presbytery elder three years ago the Moderator of 

Lanark Presbytery for that year, Mr Jim Watt, spoke these words at 

my first Presbytery meeting. He said he had asked himself the 

question “how did I get here”? Now he did not mean how had he 

physically got to Lanark that night from his home in the Biggar area 

but what had brought him to this point in his Christian life? His 

answer has remained with me and has rung true for me. He said he 

realised that God never asked him to do anything he did not give him 

the strength and ability to do. So, when last October I was asked to 

take some mid-week services I remembered these words and after a 

lot of thought and prayer I agreed and took my first service on 16 

December. 

 

Choosing the theme for that service was made a bit easier for me as 

it was the week in Advent when we look at JOY and to date, I have 

always been able to identify a theme and source appropriate 

material. Now I am not trying to say that I find the services easy to do 

and I certainly could not do them without the help of Lesley who 

loads my choice of items on to the Power Point and operates the AV 

system for me. However, despite experiencing a sleepless night 

before a service, butterflies in my stomach and a dry throat during it 

I have been very encouraged by the comments many of those 



attending the services have made and I have become much more 

aware of my relationship with God and His guiding hand in my life. 

 

So, the next time you are asked to do something for the church that 

you feel would take you out of your comfort zone I hope that my 

sharing of my experience may help you to take up the challenge.  As 

a former Moderator of the General Assembly once said, “the task that 

is ahead of you is never greater than the power that is behind you”. 

 

Christine O’Neill 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



What’s On 

 

Summer Online Worship 

From Sunday 4th July until Sunday 15th August our weekly Sunday 

Services will be online only and can be accessed each week at 

www.kirktonchurch.com or via Facebook at Kirkton Church, 

Carluke 

They can also be heard via your telephone— Just dial the freephone 

number 01555 363637 

We normally provide the Sunday service on DVD or Audio CD. If you 

require a copy, please contact your elder or phone 07306 034229 

(note the new number) and leave your name and number.  

[It may not be possible to produce a DVD and CD on every Sunday 

over the summer] 

We have DVD players for loan if that is required.  

Sunday Evening Services and Midweek Services 

are currently discontinued until further notice. 

 

AFTER THE SUMMER BREAK we are hoping that some of the 

current restrictions may have been eased to make it possible for a 

more ‘normal’ pattern of in-person worship to develop in which 

greater numbers can be accommodated. Whatever the situation on 

22nd August, weekly worship will at the very least be online or live-

streamed. 

Pastoral Care  

If you require assistance or support please contact your elder, the 

Pastoral Care co-ordinator 01555 771248, Session Clerk 07738 

567084 or the Minister 01555 771262. 

http://www.kirktonchurch.com/

