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Fearne Annie Hadfield 

 

On Saturday 24th April ‘we welcomed to our family’ Fearne 

Annie Hadfield as she was christened by Iain. 

She has certainly grown since being our surprise baby Jesus in 

our Nativity last year!  

Thank you to Ross, Hannah, and big sister Hazel for letting us 

share in some pictures from Fearne’s special day. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1st Carluke Girls’ Brigade Update Report 

Since the beginning of September last year, we have managed to 

deliver zoom sessions every Thursday for our Explorers, Juniors & 

Brigaders. The girls have enjoyed baking, quizzes, crafts, singing, 

dancing, games, yoga, pi-yo & Jo wicks keep fit etc. 

We were delighted that we were still able to register 92 girls this 

session as we are fully aware that this type of delivery is not 

suitable for everyone. Initially we were able to issue packs with 

activities, crafts etc to the girls quarterly, however since December 

due to the latest strains of the virus being more transmittable, we 

were no longer permitted to do this and instead pulled together 

some activities, menus, templates etc that we were able to email to 

the girls’ parents. 

We decided to finish our zoom sessions at the end of March as the 

officers felt that some of the girls were losing interest slightly and 

the girls and parents probably had, had enough of zoom sessions. 

Since the pandemic started, we have also been fortunate to have 4 

of our Brigaders Abbie Simpson, Rebecca Rintoul, Anna Kirkland & 

Rebekah Donnachie continue with their Queens Award activities 

and have been successful in completing their award. However, due 

to the pandemic the girls have still to be presented with their 

awards by Girls’ Brigade Scotland however, we are so proud of 

them and send them our warmest congratulations. 

Following the decision by Girls’ Brigade Scotland to cease being an 

operating authority for the Duke of Edinburgh award Scheme we 



are delighted that Hamilton/Lanark Division of Girls’ Brigade have 

been accepted by South Lanarkshire Council to carry out the award 

under their operating authority. Although this will mean some 

changes and training for leaders, we are able to continue 

participating in the award scheme which is greatly loved by the 

girls. Hopefully if the pandemic continues to improve, we will have 

girls taking part in DofE Expeditions in September & October 2021. 

As we gradually come out of lockdown in Scotland, our hope would 

be to perhaps hold a Barbeque for each of the sections where we 

can have some fun meeting up again, look through the Girls’ 

Scrapbooks they have been gathering their badge work evidence in 

and most importantly issue the girls with their GB Awards for this 

session. However, we are still waiting on guidance from Girls’ 

Brigade Scotland regarding what the restrictions will be and 

naturally we will then liaise with Kirkton Church to ensure we meet 

any requirements when allowed to do so. 

Our hopes are that we may be able to start back as normal on the 

first Thursday in September ensuring all relevant Risk assessments 

and guidance are adhered to. 

As you are probably aware I was due to give up the Captain’s role at 

1st Carluke Girls’ Brigade at the end of session last year but as we 

were thrown suddenly into lockdown in March 2020, I thought it 

best to continue and support the leaders through what has been a 

difficult time for everyone. I will be handing over the Captain’s role 

to Rhoda Baxter now and wish her and the company every success 

for the future. 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Christine Gilchrist  



Boys’ Brigade Update 

 

The Boys' Brigade has continued to have virtual sessions via Zoom. 

Junior Section have met weekly, and sessions have included 

quizzes based on geography, science, Family Fortunes and 

Catchphrase. They have also had a keep fit session as well as drill. 

The attendance for these sessions has been excellent 

Company Section has been meeting fortnightly and. They have had 

visits from our MSP, Pastry chef Andrew McKay (an ex-Queen’s 

Man), and Mountain Rescue, have made cookies and pancakes and 

connected an electrical circuit to operate a light and a fan. The 

numbers have also been excellent with very few missing. 

We have postponed the presentation of awards until September 

when we hope to be meeting face to face.  

Hopefully during the Summer months some outdoor activities can 

be organised.  

All in all, we have kept going in a highly successful way. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Eleanor Selfridge (Captain) 

 

 

 

 

 



The Flower Ministry 

  

Flowers have always been an important part of our Church Ministry. 

They beautify the sanctuary, remind us of God’s creation and are 

often dedicated in memory of family and friends. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, members of the Flower 

Ministry Team have been unable to deliver the Sanctuary flowers 

on a Sunday, as is usual, after the morning service. Each week 

members of our congregation are identified who are in need of our 

love and care. 

 

However, during the circumstances of the past year, we have still 

been able to purchase flowers, as required, and along with a 

Church Card, the Flower Ministry has continued to touch lives.  

Sincere thanks to all who have made a donation to this much 

valued aspect of Kirkton Church’s ministry.  It is so appreciated 

by those who get such a lovely surprise when they receive the 

flowers and, importantly, allows this aspect of Kirkton’s pastoral 

care to continue. 

 

Ann Ashe 

 

 

 



A  LOAD  OF RUBBISH 

 

Litter always bugged me before, 

But when COVID struck I noticed it more. 

That’s how it started….. 

 

With some rubber gloves, and an Asda bag, 

The bin men had a bit of a nag, 

Said, “You won’t get much in that wee bag,” 

And I think they were right, 

They had realised my plight, 

For a few days later, at my door, 

Large South Lanarkshire orange bags, 

And litter picking sticks galore! 

I thought,” I’ll never use all of this, 

So in my garage they will have to sit.” 

  

Now committed, I carried on, 

Raving about folk’s terrible behaviour, 

Not knowing it would be my COVID saviour, 

So this passion grew and grew, 

‘Til the streets were all looking brand new, 

A pat on the back I gave myself, 

Thinking I was like nobody else! 

As days went on I became obsessed, 

At cleaning up other peoples’ mess, 

I thought, “At last I’ve found my niche, 

Cleaning up all our streets.” 

 

But on my quest folk stopped to talk, 

And thanked me for a lovely job, 

Before long I was making new friends, 

And my litter picking was growing legs 



As on my next door neighbour site, 

Folk were asking to join my plight. 

So now I’ve changed my attitude, 

From a moan and groan to gratitude, 

 

Things moved on another step, 

I now meet up with our Council rep, 

On the bottom rung of the council ladder, 

But willing to lend an ear to what matters, 

No romance involved, just gentle persuasion, 

Biscuits and cakes on occasion! 

A few more months, our relationship grew, 

On first name terms, each other we knew, 

 

Around our village we’ve now got new bins, 

Where we can throw away most of our sins! (if only!) 

At the bottom of the walkway some new seats, 

Where folk can take the weight off their feet 

 

 And where their picnic they can eat, 

 

New large planters along the main street 

Making everything look so neat, 

The Council is draining the football park, 

Getting ready for the games to start 

And cutting the grass down to inches, 

Even the benches in the village are painted, 

Where folk can sit and become acquainted. 

 

Our Council chaps have proved their worth, 

As in our case, they’ve done more than enough 

And always they bid us the time of day, 

When they see our orange bags on display, 

If you feel inclined to do the same, 



Get an orange bag with South Lanarkshire name, 

When it’s full just leave it beside a bin, 

And our Council boys will collect it in, 

And then like me you’ll make new friends, 

With others who care about our environment, 

 

Back to my bags and sticks in the garage, 

They are now spread all around the village. 

An Asda bag and a pair of rubber gloves, 

Has created quite a Community Hub 

 

So this ‘rubbish story’ became for me, 

Another lesson in humility.                                      

 

Mary Scott 

 

Toddler Group Chatter 

Our wonderful Toddler Group was able to re-open their doors on 

Wednesday, 28th April. It has been so amazing to be back working 

(playing & dancing) with our little ones. However, some of them are 

not so little anymore!  

We also have some new little babies who were born during 

lockdown and for a few of them this has been the first time they 

have seen and played with other children.  

Sadly, we cannot fit in everyone who is looking for a group to join. 

At present the group has a waiting list of approximately 20 

Mums/Grans who are looking for somewhere to come along to. We 

hope that as the situation surrounding Covid continues to move in 

the right direction that we will be able to increase our attendees 

each session and we have been exploring the possibility of adding 

an extra session.  



 

 

 



All Age Worship 

On Sunday, 16th May our young people and their families (and some 

of us not so young people) returned to our Sanctuary for an All Age 

Worship & Breakfast. 

It is so difficult to put into words how amazing the morning was but 

maybe this message that was received will give you an inclination 

to how wonderful the morning was. 

 

‘It was just absolutely amazing and I really felt quite emotional as 

I saw families coming back into the Sanctuary and heard the 

children. It almost seemed normal if you understand what I mean. 

There was an electricity about the place.’  

 

It was so important that our youngest members felt comfortable 

and at home returning to the Sanctuary – coming to Church has 

changed so much and you could see some apprehension on their 

faces – but as the morning progressed, they settled in well and had 

great fun! They decorated shakers that Lesley had made for them, 

and they were able to join in playing and dancing along with the 

music that morning – grownups too!! 

Huge thanks to everyone who worked so hard to ensure that the 

morning went so well, and we are all looking forward to our next 

one! 



 

 

The High Mill Project 

The coronavirus outbreak and its resulting restrictions over the last 

year have affected many things including the restoration of the 

High Mill, its outbuildings and the creation of the Community 

Learning and Growing Garden. In March 2020, we were well on the 

way with the lengthy application processes involving major funders 

like the Heritage Lottery Fund and Historic Environment Scotland. 

Then lockdown happened and the funders changed their priorities 

to help those worst affected by the pandemic. What this has meant 

for the Mill is that we have almost had to begin again with 

applications, but the good news is that much work has been done 

with the good old, or is that the dreaded, Zoom meetings and work 

could begin by the end of the year on Phase 1 of the restoration. 



The Community Garden had a low-key opening in May 2020 and 

then was shut down again. It has been easier, however, for 

individuals and small groups to keep working on in the open air and 

much has been achieved this spring. On site, overgrown hedges and 

self-seeded trees were cut back, fruit trees were planted, raised 

beds have been constructed, ground is being cleared for planting 

and school children have started visits. Three polytunnels will have 

been constructed by the time you read this, and the plants being 

brought on at home by Carluke’s Growing Army should be 

flourishing inside. This “Army” of over one hundred volunteers was 

given a free growing pack in March and the resulting plants should 

give an excellent crop of tomatoes and peppers later in the year. 

 

One field will be the eventual home of the Carluke Men’s Shed and 

of the Clydesdale Food Hub. As an example of the zero-waste policy 

of the site, new woven fences can be spotted. These fences block 

up gaps at the base of the two-hundred-year-old hedges and use 

the cleaned-up branches from the self-seeded trees. Volunteering is 

great fun and new friendships are being formed at the community 

garden whilst we undertake a variety of tasks in our “Green Gym”.  

 

Please come up and see what is going on in Carluke’s Community 

Garden. There is always someone there on a Saturday morning. A 

more detailed timetable can be seen on the ONECAN website and 

updates appear on the High Mill Windmill Facebook page. 

 

 



 
 

 



Finance Report for Session Meeting of 11 May 2021 - abridged 

 

The final handover of Treasurer’s duties from Alison to Karen took 

place as arranged on 31 March and the willingness and cooperation 

of both parties ensured that the handover was successful. There are 

still some difficulties to be resolved with the bank regarding the 

changeover.  Karen has another meeting with the bank on Friday to 

hopefully get them resolved. 

Income for the period January 1 to March 31 amounted to 

£33,273.14, roughly in line with budget, which included - 

FWO    £750 

Tax on Gift Aid recovered  £11,596 

Banker’s orders £15,000 

Legacies  £5,000 

Investment income £3,172 

Approximately £60,000 was transferred from our investments to the 

General Fund to cover expenditure over the period and expected 

expenditure.  

Expenditure for the same period (Jan 1 to March 31) amounted to 

£46,733.88.  Significant items included – 

Employment costs    £11,298 

Minister’s and Youth Worker’s expenses £1,362 

Fire Detection System    £21,221 

Ministry and Mission       £7,000 



The investment account income fund stood at £201,567.90 at 31 

December 2020. 

The investment account growth fund stood at £970,418.10 at 31 

December 2020. 

There appears to be no simple way to get an instant up-to-date 

valuation, but we will get one for the next meeting. 

The General Account stood at £72,170.17 at 31 March and 

currently stands at £61,577.85 

Expenditure since 31 March includes 

Replacement Church laptop for use by Lesley £1,899 

Fire Door Work       

    £15,620.48 

Video Intercom System    £4,980.25 

 

We have no formal procedure for approval of variations to an 

approved quote, which occurred in both the Fire Door Work and 

Video Intercom System, and the Finance Group will prepare one for 

consideration by the Session. 

 

Insurance   Church of Scotland Insurance services have confirmed 

that there will be no reduction in our premium as a result of the 

installation of a state-of-the-art fire alarm system.  However, they 

confirmed that there would be no increase in premium if we had an 

out of order, or even no, fire alarm system, nor would it affect any 

fire related claims. 



They confirmed that the new laptop is covered under our policy as 

contents, even if it is not actually in the building, i.e. in Lesley’s 

home or with her when she is out and about.  However, it would be 

prudent to check that we have adequate cover overall.  Currently 

our contents are insured for £239,408.27. 

 

Additional note, not part of Finance Report to Session.  The fully 

audited Kirkton Church accounts for 2020, which have been 

approved by Session, are available for viewing on the Church 

website at  

https://kirktonchurch.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/06/KirktonAccs2019.pdf  

or, from the home page, left click or hover over the ‘About us’ tab, 

then left click on ‘Church Finance’ from the drop-down list, then left 

click on the ‘Click Here’ button round about the centre of the page. 

 

 

BH White 
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Holy Communion at Kirkton Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th June 

You are invited to share Communion with us in The Sanctuary. 

10am and 2pm 

Service at 10am will be live streamed. 

 

Please call 07306 034229 to reserve a place 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s On 

 

Weekly Online Worship 

The regular online Sunday Services continue for now and can be 

accessed at www.kirktonchurch.com or via Facebook at Kirkton 

Church, Carluke 

They can also be heard via your telephone— Just dial the freephone 

number 01555 363637 

We also provide the Sunday service on DVD or Audio CD. If you 

require a copy, please contact your elder or phone 07306 034229 

(note the new number) and leave your name and number.  

We have DVD players for loan if that is required.  

Because of the General Assembly at which both Iain and Lesley are 

Commissioners this year, there will be no online worship on 

Sunday 23rd May, though there will be an in-person Evening Service 

as usual on that date.  

Instead, we encourage you to tune in to the BBC’s “Reflections from 

the Quay” at 11.15am on 23rd May where the incoming Moderator of 

the General Assembly will lead worship and reflection. 

Later that same day, also on BBC One at 1.15pm, Philippa Hanna 

will be singing during BBC Songs of Praise. Those of you who have 

heard Philippa sing in our own church before may want to tune in 

to that also. 

Private Prayer and reflection 

There is no longer a demand for this provision given that we have 

other opportunities to worship in the Sanctuary and so it has been 

discontinued. 

 

 

http://www.kirktonchurch.com/


Sunday Evening Services 

Evening Services continue on Sundays at 7pm until the end of May 

and will continue also to be Live Streamed. 

To book a place at the evening service call 07306 034229 

Midweek Services 

Our Wednesday afternoon midweek services continue on 

Wednesdays at 1.30pm. Call 07306 034229 to reserve a place. 

All Age Morning Worship 

A very successful All Age Morning Worship service took place on 16th 

May, preceded by a breakfast in the church.  

We are exploring options for repeating this on a more regular basis. 

‘Watch this space’ 

Children’s Ministry  

Our children and young people are continuing to meet during this 

time via Zoom groups. They are also involved in preparing material 

for use in our online services. Please contact Lesley for any further 

information or support at this time on 07780330543 or 

lesleymewing1@gmail.com 

Online Coffee and Chat takes place on Tuesdays at 11am using 

Zoom.  Please contact the Church office for details of how to join. 

Email office@kirktonchurch.plus.com  

Pastoral Care  

If you require assistance or support please contact your elder, the 

Pastoral Care co-ordinator 01555 771248, Session Clerk 07738 

567084 or the Minister 01555 771262. 

 

mailto:lesleymewing1@gmail.com
mailto:office@kirktonchurch.plus.com

