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Christian Aid Week is coming! 

This year the theme is Every, Last, Drop. 

In Kenya, extreme weather is making it harder and harder to survive. 
For communities fighting the climate crisis, every last drop matters 
and every last one of us can help them thrive.  
The coronavirus pandemic has only increased the urgent need for 
families to access a reliable source of water. The devastating climate 
crisis robs people of the water and food they need to live. 
 
Rose walks for six hours to fetch water for her grandchildren. She 
tries hard to give them the kind of life she remembers from when she 
was a girl: when the rivers flowed with water and the crops bore fruit. 
Rose and her grandchildren shouldn’t have to go hungry. A simple 
earth dam, built with the help of Christian Aid’s partners and your 
donations, could completely change her life.  
 
This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of 
thousands of our supporters who give, act and pray to stop this 
climate crisis driving people like Rose to hunger.  
Christian Aid Week brings people together as one community 
against global poverty and injustice.  
 
Carluke Christian Aid Group will not be collecting door to door or 
having a collection point in Tesco this year, but you can still help. 
If you wish to donate using the traditional Christian Aid Envelopes, a 
small number will be available at the Church door when the church 
is open (Monday 3.30 – 5.00pm, Wednesday 1.30 – 2.00pm, Sunday 
7.00pm). You can collect and return there. 

10th – 16th May 



Or you can give safely and securely online to the Carluke Christian 
Aid group’s Christian Aid e-envelope at  

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/carlukechristianaidt
ogether?channel=copy 

Just click on the link and it will take you to the page, otherwise copy 
and paste the link into your browser. 

 

Other events you might want to join in  

The Christian Aid Quiz on Saturday 15th May @ 8pm with Andrew 
Fair.  

Join via Christian Aid Scotland Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/martin.fair  
or 

Carluke Christian Aid Joint Service will be available from Sunday 9th 
May. Join us online via Kirkton Church Facebook page or Kirkton 
Church website. 

This Christian Aid Week (10-16 May), please: 

x Give generously to help ensure people like Rose fight this 
climate crisis.  

x Act as we call on the UK Prime Minister to lead the world with 
ambitious climate action that will also address inequality. 

x Pray for a radical change of heart for politicians, and that as a 
global community we will care for our common home and for 
people living in poverty. 

 

Thank you for your continued support Dawn Cunningham and 
Sheena Stevenson, Kirkton Church, Christian Aid representatives.  

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/carlukechristianaidtogether?channel=copy
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/carlukechristianaidtogether?channel=copy
https://www.facebook.com/martin.fair


SAD FAREWELLS 
 

During the pandemic—and for well over a year now—Covid 
restrictions have presented lots of difficulties and increased stress 
to many people, for example being unable to visit a family member 
in hospital or in a care home. 

But probably the most stressful and difficult situation is when a 
loved one dies. With limited numbers allowed to attend funeral 
services in person, and with the services themselves being quite 
different from ‘normal’ (and sometimes very different from the 
expressed wishes of the deceased) an already agonising experience 
is made even worse. 

During this time, we have sadly lost several of the well-loved 
members of our congregation and wider community, with little or 
no opportunity for most of us to mourn together in public, to 
support the families in their grief and to give thanks together for 
the lives of those who are no longer with us. 

And since our normal church services have also been suspended for 
much of this time there hasn’t even been the opportunity to 
intimate to the congregation the sad news of the death of each 
member, as we would normally do. 

So, I thought it might be appropriate at this point, where we are 
beginning to look ahead with some hope to an easing of 
restrictions, to remind ourselves of all those whom we have lost in 
recent months. [There have been other deaths in the wider 
community, including the close relatives of several church members, 
but it has not been our practice normally to intimate these in church. 
However, we also remember these families in prayer.] 



Since the beginning of January 2020, the following members of 
Kirkton Church have died.  (in alphabetical, not date, order) 

Agnes Affleck  Anne Murphy 

Ian Burns  James Price 

Elizabeth Frew  John Martin 

Robert Girdwood  Anne Ramsay 

Neilson Hare  Molly Reid 

Joan Hyslop  Adam Scott 

Margaret Kellighan  James Seath 

Alex Linton  Colin Selfridge 

Stuart Logan  Margaret Sirrell 

Alan MacRobert  Duncan Stewart 

Wilma McIvor  Sarah Weir 

 

We give thanks to God for all these faithful servants of God, some of 
whom have exercised positions of leadership in our congregation, 
and many of whom were close personal friends. 

I do hope that at some point in the future we will be able to hold a 
special service of remembrance for all those who have died in these 
strange and challenging months. 

In the meantime, I hope everyone will accept that it is in no way to 
diminish the significance of everyone else in the list, if I were to 
single out for a special mention one whose recent departure from 
among us will be especially noticed by our regular worshipping 
congregation, and most particularly by the choir. I’m referring, of 



course, to the late Anne Ramsay, our former deputy organist, choir 
accompanist and musical assistant to Kirkton Players. 

As I said at her funeral service last month,  

“I have so many memories of Anne most of which make me 
smile or even laugh out loud. I remember in particular—and 
this has been captured on video—one of the choir nights out 
when we were doing a bit of Karaoke, and Anne and I sang 
together the song, “My Way.” Well, Anne sang “I did it my way” 
while I sang “I did it your way.”  

The choir knew what I meant.” 

But perhaps the comment that best summed up Anne’s personality 
came in the tribute given by her grand-daughter, Nicola, who 
wrote: 

“With all her zest for life and mischief it was very easy to 
forget she was actually 87 years old, born in 1933 to Annie and 
Alexander Miller... a teacher and a ‘Heedie.’  

Her unique character was evident to her parents from a young 
age with her Dad giving her the nickname ‘Panzer’ because 
whenever she showed up it was with a level of force akin to a 
German tank.”  

I think everyone will know what Nicola meant. 

Anne Ramsay will certainly be missed by many people, and so will 
all the others previously mentioned, and we hope that some day 
soon we will be able to mark their passing publicly, giving thanks 
for their lives and knowing that through Christ, in the ‘Communion 
of Saints’ we are not separated—not even by death. 



3RD CARLUKE (KIRKTON) SCOUT GROUP 

An Update 

As the schools return and lockdown measures are eased, the Scout 
Group are now looking to a program of outdoor activities in the 
coming months. There is a real desire at present to get children 
involved in outdoor activities for their own welfare and health and, 
subject to Leader constraints and with the support of parents, we 
are hoping this year to continue activities through the summer 
months.  In recent weeks, the Explorers have been out walking 
regularly, now being followed by the other sections. Further 
activities planned. 

Since lockdown last March we have continued to offer regular 
activities on Zoom, accepting this medium is not suitable for all. We 
have used Facebook to record our activities and appreciate the 
support we have received from Parents. We have lost a few 
members but are confident numbers will build back up again, as 
normality returns in the coming months. New uniforms likely to be 
required as we have all grown since last March! 

We are also now planning badge ceremonies in the coming weeks 
to record achievements during lockdown. 

The activities for the older members of the Group, the Explorers 
have also included training. As an example, this has included 
Safeguarding and Keeping Young People Safe programs. These 
subjects are important at this time and for the development of 
young adults. This is important for the Group, given the use we 
make of Young Leaders. We have also had 4 Explorers achieve 
completion of their Young Leader Awards, signified by earning their 
Young Leader Belt which signifies this training. 



Throughout the last year one of the most important thinks is that 
we have been able to stay together and help and support each 
other through these difficult times. Where support has been 
required, someone has always been available. Sometimes this 
support has been through the children themselves or liaising with 
family and friends. We are there for each other in 3rd Carluke - a 
motto for the last year.  

The impact of the last year has had serious effects for the whole 
Outdoor Activity Sector where funding has been limited, with some 
centres having to close permanently. This does not just affect 
Scouting, but also schools and other youth groups. Hopefully, 
things will improve but it will take time. In our case we plan to 
return to Wiston Lodge for day activities in May and Auchengillan 
during the summer months.  

We will get back to normal and continue to “Develop, the physical, 
mental and spiritual development of young people”, as we have 
done at Kirkton since 1968. 

Thanks for your continuing support. 

 

John Moffat - Group Scout Leader 



 
 

Emily and Robyn 
 
 

 
 

Lucy and Shannon 
 



John McCulloch - Israel  

April 2021   
  

c/o St Andrew’s Scottish Guest House  
PO Box 8619  

1 David Remez Street  
Jerusalem 91086  

Israel  
  

  
The point that prophetic imagination must ponder is that 
there is no freedom of God without the politics of justice 
and compassion, and there is no politics of justice and 
compassion without a religion of the freedom of God. 

(Walter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination)  
  

As I parked-up at the Erez crossing (the only civilian entry point into 
Gaza) it was much quieter than usual. With Covid, Gaza has 
remained all but closed to the outside world, except for the 
occasional humanitarian worker or diplomat being allowed to 
enter. I had not been back there in over a year, and as I walked 
through the long, caged corridor between Israeli and Hamas 
security (see picture below), I wondered what the situation would 
be like on the other side.  

  



  

When I reached Hamas security, they asked me a few questions 
(probably more out of boredom than anything else, as I was the 
only person crossing) and welcomed me to Gaza with the 
customary ahla-wa-sahla. A few minutes later I was met by my 
driver, from the Near East Council of Churches (the main Church of 
Scotland Partner based in Gaza City). Traffic was quieter than usual, 
and as we wove between street vendors, vegetable stalls and horse 
drawn carts, a pervasive sense of hopelessness hung heavy in the 
air.  

  

According to the World Food Programme, around 70% of Gaza’s 
population suffers from food insecurity, although with the effects of 
Covid contributing to the further collapse of an already imploding 
economy, some are saying that the figure is approaching 80%. With 
a high population density (2M living in a stretch of land roughly the 
size of the Isle of Jura), and chronic poverty with all of the 
associated psycho-social ramifications, I have never seen Gaza so 
desperate. According to UNICEF, only 4% of Gaza’s water is fit for 



human consumption. With Covid now spreading amidst an already 
impoverished community and with hospitals struggling to cope 
(there are only around 120 to 150 ventilators for the entire 
population), they feel abandoned by the world, their own leaders 
and by hope itself. The only silver lining in terms of Covid is Gaza 
has a very young population (half are children), and therefore less 
vulnerable to its effects.  

 

  
 
  
Any faint glimmer of hope is to be found in the people those who 
are doing all they can to help the most vulnerable, trapped in this 
narrow strip between the Mediterranean Sea, Egypt and Israel. The 
Church of Scotland’s partners on the ground are doing all they can 
to bring healthcare, vocational training, psycho-social support to 
those traumatised by conflict and crushing poverty (if you are a 
child of 12 you will have lived through three wars: (2008-09) 
Operation Cast Lead, (2012) Operation Pillar of Defence, (2014) 
Operation Protective Edge).  

  



  
  

In this context, our friends at the NECC, Arab Ahli Hospital, the 
women’s cooperative in the Nusairat Refugee Camp south of Gaza 
City, and many others, are working hard to alleviate suffering and 
provide hope for a better future against all odds.  

 

  
  
I won’t detail here all the valuable work that each of our partners 
do, as I have covered this in previous reports on Gaza (all of which 
are available on the World Mission webpage of the Church of 
Scotland).   

 

 



It was wonderful to spend time with Bishop Alexius (Greek 
Orthodox) and Father Gabriel (a Catholic priest from Argentina) and 
hear how they are helping the small Christian community to remain 
in Gaza. Many of the Christians have left, and it is so important for 
the dwindling community that is left to remain in Gaza and 
continue to be a witness for hope and peace amidst the worsening 
situation.   

  
During this season of Easter, we are boldly reminded that the the 
kingdoms of injustice of this world will only be defeated by a re-
ordering of our broken world, coupled with the power of 
forgiveness and outpoured sacrificial love, which seeks for the 
redemption and healing of both oppressor and oppressed.   

  
The kingdom of God stands in opposition to the kingdoms of this 
world whose systems of economic injustice and normalized 
violence, crush the poor and the oppressed. But most of our world 
is living in Holy Saturday, where all hope has died.   

  
Alan E Lewis in his book Between Cross & Resurrection:  
Theology of Holy Saturday writes:  
What, in fact, could be more "political", a more complete and 
basal challenge to the kingdoms of this world, to its generals 
and its lords, both to those who hold power and to those who 
would seize it, than one who says his kingdom is not of this 
world, and yet prays that the kingdom of his Father will come 
and his will will be done on earth. This is an aspiration for the 
world more revolutionary, a disturbance of the status quo more 
seismic, an allegiance more disloyal, a menace more 
intimidating, than any program which simply meets force with 
force and matches loveless injustice with loveless vengeance. 
Here is a whole new ordering of human life, as intolerable to 
insurrectionists as to oppressors. It promises that forgiveness, 
freedom, love, self-negation, in all their feeble ineffectiveness, 



will prove more powerful and creative than every system and 
every counter-system, which subdivides the human race into 
rich and poor, comrades and enemies, insiders and outsiders, 
allies and adversaries.  
  

Conclusion  
I would like to conclude this letter by saying thank you to 
individuals and congregations across the Church of Scotland for 
your generosity. During this trip, I was able to take much needed 
donations for the Church of Scotland Partners in Gaza. I want to 
express a special thanks to Greenside Parish Church Edinburgh, for 
their incredible generosity (again!) towards the Christian hospital in 
Gaza City, which could not have come at a more needed time. They 
asked me to pass on their profound thanks.  

  
Thank you all for your continued prayers and support for the 
mission of the Church of Scotland in the Holy Land.  

  

   

 

John McCulloch  



New Treasurer 

 

Kirkton Church are delighted to welcome 
Karen Dornan as our new Treasurer, Karen 
brings a wealth of experience to the post 
and we thank her for taking on this 
important role. 

We thank our outgoing treasurer Alison for 
all the hard work she has completed during 
a very difficult time due to Covid 19 and its 
restrictions and wish her well in all her 
ventures. 

 
  

 

 

 



Easter Sunday 

Last year due to Covid restrictions we were unable to join in 
person for any form of Easter Worship.  

This year we celebrated Easter 2021 with our very first ‘live’ 
streamed morning service since we entered lockdown in 
March last year. 

It was to be a very different Easter Worship from the kind we 
are normally use to – but we tried our hardest to make it an 
uplifting celebration of Easter! 

The day started with an early Easter Worship & Breakfast via 
Zoom at 8.30am and we were delighted to be joined by over 
30 people who participated in Worship and the all-important 
task of eating breakfast – some even had chocolate! 

Live Worship started at 11am with every available seat filled 
and many more people joining us via our streaming service on 
Facebook and the Website. 

We planned an interactive service and by using film clips 
from Congregation members we were able to have a virtual 
Call to Worship and a Congregational choir for the last hymn 
(Thine be the glory). 

As usual our young people were the stars of the show – they 
zoomed in with us from home and joined in with as much as 
they could. They read from the Bible, led a prayer and did 
some fabulous actions for the story – it was so amazing to 
have them and their families with us! 

Our hope and our prayer is that Easter 2022 will be just as 
uplifting and special as this years was! 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 



What’s On –April 
 

Weekly Online Worship 
The regular online Sunday Services continue for now and can be 
accessed at www.kirktonchurch.com or via Facebook at Kirkton 
Church, Carluke 
They can also be heard via your telephone— Just dial the freephone 
number 01555 363637 
We also provide the Sunday service on DVD or Audio CD. If you 
require a copy, please contact your elder or phone 07306 034229 
(note the new number) and leave your name and number.  
We have DVD players for loan if that is required.  

Private Prayer and reflection resumes 
The Sanctuary is open for private prayer and reflection on Mondays 
from 3.30pm to 5.00pm 

Sunday Evening Services 

Evening Services continue on Sundays at 7pm —though this may be 
reviewed in the months to come. Evening Services continue also to 
be Live Streamed. 
To book a place at the evening service call 07306 034229 

Midweek Services 
Our Wednesday afternoon midweek services continue on 
Wednesdays at 1.30pm. Call 07306 034229 to reserve a place. 

Children’s Ministry  
Our children and young people are continuing to meet during this 
time via Zoom groups. They are also involved in preparing material 
for use in our online services. Please contact Lesley for any further 
information or support at this time on 07780330543 or 
lesleymewing1@gmail.com 

http://www.kirktonchurch.com/
mailto:lesleymewing1@gmail.com


Online Coffee and Chat takes place on Tuesdays at 11am using 
Zoom.  Please contact the Church office for details of how to join. 
Email office@kirktonchurch.plus.com  

Pastoral Care  
If you require assistance or support please contact your elder, the 
Pastoral Care co-ordinator 01555 771248, Session Clerk 07738 
567084 or the Minister 01555 771262. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever. 

Amen. 


