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Olive Grove Chapel
(Tent of Nations)

We refuse to be enemies

A word of thanks to The Church of Scotland
So many congregations and individuals across the Church of
Scotland have donated generously to the Olive Grove
Chapel, which is growing amidst threatened olive trees, vines
and fruit trees which are under a demolition order. The
Nassar family have asked me to convey their heartfelt
gratitude for your generosity, prayers and support.

Communion service & olive picking
On Friday the 30th of October 2020, I was privileged to join
with some Jewish volunteers and other clerical colleagues to
pick olives at the Tent of Nations. At the end of the day, we
celebrated communion in the Olive Grove Chapel, which is
being ‘grown’, as the Nassar’s are not allowed to build on
their own land, as it is in Area C.

Vines and young olive trees are growing all around the
chapel, and in time, vines will cover the whole of the
structure, forming the walls and roof. Situated directly
opposite one of the surrounding Israeli settlements which is
expanding all the time, the Olive Grove Chapel is a symbol of
hope and resurrection, in a landscape threatened by the
injustices of Occupation. Over the years, settler violence has
destroyed many of their trees, in an attempt to push them off
their land to make way for further settlement expansion, but
the Nassar’s refuse to be enemies. They are now surrounded
by all sides, doing what they can to harvest their land and
resist through non-violence.
I include below an extract from the communion liturgy, as it
reminds us of our Saviour who spent some of his final hours
beneath olive trees:

Your Son Jesus Christ reveals to us
the face of God,
reminding us that we worship a God who is not distant
and untouched by human suffering,
but one who has come into our world of suffering and pain.
And on the night before your crucifixion,
you sweated drops of blood amidst the olive trees.

You chose to drink the cup of suffering for our sake,
and when the soldiers came and arrested you,
you refused to meet violence with violence,
to teach us a better way,
and to establish a new kingdom here on earth.
A kingdom where love conquers all.
A kingdom where all dividing walls are brought down.
A kingdom where love extends, even to our enemies.

The Tent of Nations is a reminder of the fragility of beauty,
growing amidst the structural injustice of walls, watchtowers, and barbed wire.... A refuge of natural beauty
encircled by the militarised network of occupation, that
forces itself on the fragile beauty of the land and its people,

pushing shepherds and their flocks off the fertile hilltops, to
build more settlements, fences and checkpoints, which scar
the land.
In their witness to non-violence, and their refusal to
dehumanize the other, the Nassar family lives-out the
teachings of Christ in a very real way. Refusing to treat as
enemies those who threaten them and their land, they
embody the love of God.
Thank you for your generous support.
http://www.tentofnations.org/
John McCulloch

The OCTT Survey of Community Groups and Churches
For the past few months, Val MacSween, Ray Ashe and I
have been attending the One Carluke Town Team (OCTT)
meetings representing Kirkton Church, Carluke Community
Council and Street Level. OCTT is a group of people
representing a variety of organisations and businesses in
Carluke who have been brought together to share ideas and
co-operate to improve the town for all.
A survey of community groups including churches has
recently been launched by the OCTT and can be viewed on
the One Carluke website. The aims are to find out how
groups have been affected by Covid 19 and what support they
might need to continue in future. It is also hoped that some
may choose to link up with each other to share information,
news, and support in these isolating times.
All the churches in the Parish of Carluke have been invited to
complete the questionnaire and to pass it on to the different
groups who meet in their halls to fill in also. In due course,
there will be a survey for the local businesses and another for
individual residents. We hope that as many people as possible
will take part in these community conversations and that we
can bring some positives out of these difficult times.
Please keep the OCTT in your prayers and check the One
Carluke website for updates.
(https://www.onecarluke.org.uk)
Sue Kehoe

Sometimes, we have a need to talk over what is on our
mind, tell our story or tell someone how we are feeling. At
these times, it is important to know that the person who
listens to us will not judge us or interrupt us but will value
and respect us and treat everything we say in strict
confidence.
Listening gives the speaker time and space to explore and
express their thoughts and feelings and empowers them to
reach their own conclusions, make decisions and hopefully
move forward.
Listening is not counselling; no advice is given;
interpretations and assumptions are not made.
Although our listening sessions are normally face to face,
during this time of Covid restrictions, we can offer:
• Telephone listening sessions – to find out more call
or text 07434 843518
• Zoom video listening sessions – to find out more
email Carlukelisteners@outlook.com
There is no charge for this service.
All our Listeners are fully trained and supervised.

Retirement of Netta Allardice as Church Treasurer
A gift from the congregation was given to Netta this week
after many months of praying for a time when her
retirement as Kirkton’s Church Treasurer earlier this year
could be celebrated in a meaningful way at a morning
service.
The gift came with the love and grateful thanks of the
congregation for the many years Netta has given to the
developing role of treasurer. Her meticulous management
of the church’s accounts has been exceptional, especially in
recent years with the added responsibility of meeting the
challenges of conforming to the Charity Commission’s
stringent guidelines.
She has prepared the accounts and presented them to us
every year in a form that we could all understand, and her
deep understanding and knowledge of the parish and the
mission of Kirkton Church, along with her personal
relationship with the congregation has been carried out
with great dignity and gained deep trust.
We trust that one day soon we may gather to celebrate and
thank Netta personally for her many years of dedication and
hard work.
Nan Cunningham

A Letter of thanks to Kirkton Congregation
November 2020
Dear Friends,
At the point when I retired from full-time work in August
2009, it had never before crossed my mind that I might take
on a prominent role within Kirkton Church in the way that
my husband, Andy, had done. The advice from former
colleagues was to make no big decisions for the first year
but it seems that God already had plans for me. Within a few
months I was approached and asked to consider becoming
Treasurer. It really was not a difficult decision and the rest,
as they say, is history! The position brought me into close
contact with many more members than I had previously
known, and the duties involved combined easily with the
routine of looking after grandchildren. Over the years, I
have come to know many amazing people on a personal
level which perhaps would not have happened had I not had
a specific reason to approach them, or they me.
The past 10 years have flown! It has been an honour to
serve in a way that was familiar to me but the demands of
the post have greatly increased over the years and I felt it
was time for me to go before I started making too many
mistakes!
I have had a great deal of help from many people,
particularly Jim Reid who worked alongside me in preparing

the Final Accounts. The system he had devised many years
previously was complex – but fail-safe – and I could not have
done it without him! All things considered; I would suggest
that now is perhaps the time to hand over the preparation
of the published accounts to an outside source.
I will miss the close contact I have had with so many people.
Thank you for your friendship and support; thank you, too,
for the hugely generous gift brought to me by Nan
Cunningham.
Finally, thank you to everyone who has made huge efforts to
keep the Church working in as normal a way as possible.
Hopefully, we will soon be back together within its familiar
walls.
Kind regards,
Netta Allardice

Grateful Pumpkin Patch
During the last weekend of October (Friday 30th & Saturday
31st) we ran a ‘Grateful Pumpkin Patch’. We appealed for
people to bring a pumpkin down to the Church with things
written on the pumpkin that they were grateful for. We
received about 12 pumpkins with many, many different
things written on them.
Including the following…
School, Friends, Parents, Lesley, Time, Sleep, Brian, Family,
Cheese, Christmas, Jesus, Aberdeen Football Players (All of
them), Iain, Music, A safe country to live in, Swimming and
Hey Duggee.

I’m sure you would agree that it’s a wide and varied list! It
was so lovely to know that people had taken the time to sit
and think about all the things that they were grateful
for…especially at this current time!

Remembrance Sunday
On the Saturday night before Remembrance Sunday we
decided to use our under-balcony lights to ‘light up red’ our
Sanctuary in support of Poppy Scotland. The pictures of our
Church building have been viewed just over 3000 times and
were shared on social media by the Church of Scotland. On
Remembrance Sunday a Garden of Remembrance with 100
poppies was created around the base of our tree. The
names of those who appear on our board of remembrance
within the front doors of the Church had been written on
the crosses.

Kirkton Toddlers
The boys and girls (and Mums, Dads, Grans and especially
Lesley!!) were delighted to return to the Farron Hall for our
toddler group. Due to Government guidelines for
unrestricted childcare our session numbers were restricted
to 5 adults and 5 children. The children were extremely
excited to see all their favourite toys and the noise levels in
the hall sounded as if there were a lot more than just 5
children present. Sadly, due to South Lanarkshire being
placed in tier 4 and back under local lockdown, this has
meant that we have had to temporarily close our doors. We
all hope and pray that we will be able to resume in the New
Year when the fun (and noise) will certainly continue!

Kirkton Update
On 9th November we finally managed to open our halls for
Taekwondo classes and the mother and toddler group,
sadly after two weeks the government announced that
South Lanarkshire was going to go into tier 4 and so we
were forced to close the halls again. They will remain closed
until further notice, but everything is in place to re-open
when it is considered safe and appropriate.
We are allowed to keep the Sanctuary open for private
prayer and services providing we do not have more than 20
people attending at each time. Prayer time and services will
continue until and including December 20th and then there
will be no further prayer time or services in the church until
January 10th. We will of course continue to have worship
online and recorded on DVDs etc.
I am pleased to say that a volunteer came forward after our
appeal for a Treasurer and all being well the appointment
will be agreed at the next session meeting. We do however
still have many vacancies for volunteers within our
workgroups, especially at this time I would ask for anyone
who can help with the work of Outreach to get in touch with
myself (07738 567084) or the church office.
The focus of the Outreach group has changed somewhat
during the Coronavirus pandemic, it was all about concerts
and events but is now about helping and reaching out to

our church family where they are and into the community.
We have worked with Healthy Valleys delivering food boxes,
we shop for people who are unable to go out themselves,
collect medicines, deliver DVDs and church newsletters and
we are involved with the “One Carluke Town Team”, trying
to co-ordinate all that is happening within the town and
Parish.
I hope you will understand when I tell you that there will not
be a December edition of the KCFC but I hope you will all
have Christmas stories to contribute to the January edition.
Please forward anecdotes, photos, or any pieces of interest
to the office and let us see if we can have a bumper edition
in 2021.
This is a bit early, but I wish you all A Happy Christmas and a
Prayer that next year will be better than this one has been
for so many.

Val Macsween
Session Clerk

Title: There, There Jerusalem (Isaiah 40:1-11)
An arm around the shoulder. A shoulder to cry on.
There, there, Jerusalem. Take comfort, Jerusalem.
Your troubles are over, your wrongs forgiven,
Your sins paid for twice over.
Now, listen. Do you hear it? Do you hear the voice?
The Lord is coming. So prepare the Wilderness Way.
Make straight the desert roads.
Fill in the valleys.
Knock down the mountains.
Plane the roads and make the plain.
A highway for the Lord.
Why?
To reveal God’s glory, that’s why.
So that everyone will see it, that’s why.
And so everyone will know that what he says lasts forever.
The voice tells me to cry.
And I say “What? What shall I cry?”
Flesh is like grass, that’s what.
Like a field full of flowers, that’s what.
Withered and gone.
Flowered and faded.
Blown away by the God’s breath,

Whose every word lasts forever.
So climb that mountain, Zion.
Cling to those peaks, Jerusalem,
And announce to the cities of Judah:
“Look, here is your God!
He comes with might.
He comes with power.
He comes to reward.
He comes to repay.
He comes like a shepherd gather his lambs,
Holding them tight to his breast
So that none of them wander away.”
Bob Hartman
Update from Janet McKay
As a small group of fundraisers for Children’s’ Hospices
Across Scotland we have been very lucky to have support
from the church family, the local town and all across
Scotland over the past 20 plus years and during lockdown
this has not changed and the support we have received has
not wavered. So much so that from the sale of knitted
nurses, handmade masks and the usual baby knitting we
have sent almost £2,500 since April and this has taken our
total raised to £75,000.
We are incredibly grateful for all the encouragement we
receive and for everyone that buys knitting, marmalade, or

tablet from us and for everyone who comes along to our
annual coffee morning. Without your support we would not
be able to fundraise for such an amazing charity. The team
itself has been a great support to each other during these
hard months and fundraising for CHAS has given us
something to focus on.
With Christmas just around the corner you would normally
see Robina selling the official CHAS Christmas cards after
the Sunday service and lots of novelty knitted Christmas
gifts available too. Unfortunately, as we are not able to
meet all together in the church building this is possible this
year but the cards and gifts such as Christmas chocolate
orange covers, and Christmas face masks are still available.
If you would like to purchase any Christmas cards or
anything else then please do not hesitate to contact Robina
Wilson, Margaret Gillespie, Janet McKay, or any of the
group. E-mail carlukefriendsofchas@hotmail.com and we
will arrange this for you.
Thanks again for your continued support.
All the Carluke Friends of CHAS team.

Clydesdale Food Bank

What’s On
The Sunday Service can be found at
www.kirktonchurch.com
or via Facebook at Kirkton Church, Carluke
Or to be heard via your telephone just dial 01555 363637
We also provide the Sunday service on DVD or Audio CD. If
you require a copy, please contact your elder or phone
07786 124526 and leave your name and number. We have
DVD players for loan if that is required.
Children’s Ministry
Our children and young people are continuing to meet
during this time via Zoom groups. They are also involved in
preparing material for use in our online services. Please
contact Lesley for any further information or support at this
time on 07780330543 or lesleymewing1@gmail.com
Private Prayer and reflection
The sanctuary is open on Mondays from 3.30pm - 5pm.
Social distancing, hygiene measures and recording of
attenders is mandatory.
Zoom meetings online
Coffee and Chat takes place on Tuesdays at 11.15. Bible
Study and Discussion Iain leads an online Bible Study
Group on Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Please contact the

Church office for details of how to access both “Coffee &
Chat” and “Bible Study” groups. Email
office@kirktonchurch.plus.com or leave a message on
07786 124526, we will return your call.
Sunday Evening Worship 7pm
Evening services continue on Sunday evenings at 7pm in the
Sanctuary. If you wish to attend the Evening service, please
telephone 07786 124526 to inform us of your intention. If it
is an answering service, we will return your call.
Midweek Service 1.30pm
Midweek services continue on Wednesday afternoons at
1.30pm. It will last no more than half an hour. Arrangements
for booking a seat are the same as for the Evening Services.
Pastoral Care
If you require assistance or support please contact your
elder, the Pastoral Care co-ordinator 01555 771248, Session
Clerk 07738 567084 or the Minister 01555 771262.
Coronavirus is still present in the community, please think
carefully about whether you should attend a gathering of
more than 8 people indoors particularly if you are in the
vulnerable group. Church of Scotland have produced a risk
assessment tool to aid this decision making, it is available
on the Church of Scotland website or contact the Session
Clerk for a copy on 07738 567084. Social distancing,

hygiene measures, face coverings and recording details of
attenders is mandatory. Numbers will be strictly limited,
there will be no singing, you may have to wait outside the
church on arrival, please observe the 2 metre distancing, a
steward will direct you to a seat on the way into church and
manage the order in which people leave the Sanctuary. The
windows will be open to ensure good ventilation. There will
not be a collection during the service but there will be an
opportunity to make a donation on leaving the church. If
you have, or have been in contact with anyone, who has or
has shown signs of Coronavirus we ask that you do not
attend.

